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Advertifement. 


Orwithftanding there was fome Notice 
taken of a Book, intitled, 42 Enguiry 
into the Origin of Honour, and the U/efuluefs of 
Chriftianity in War, in the Prefent State, &c. 
for the Jaf# Month; we think our felves oblig’d 
in this, to give a further Account of it, and 
likewife a very different one, from that which is 
there publifh’d. And though it was there {faid, 
that no Account wou’d be given of Dr. Bentley’s 
Edition of Milton’s Paradife Loft, becaufe the 
Publick was fufficiently inform’d concerning that 
Work ; yet at the particular Requeft of feveral 
ingenious Perfons who are great Admirers of that 
Poem, we have thought fit to give the World a 
Specimen of the feveral Kinds of Alterations and 
Emendations which the Doétor has attempted to 
make in his new Edition of it. 


N. B. In the Prefent State, &c. for the next 
Month, will be a Continuation of the Account 
of Mr. Voltaire’s Hiftory of the King of Swe- 
den, beginning where it left off in the Jaf, after 
the Battel of Narva. 


Sree 
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ARTICLE VIII. 

rr ' An Lnuquiry into the Origin of Honour, 

ati and the Ufefuluefs of Chriftianity zz 

a |) War. By the Author of the Fable of 

‘a | the Bees, im pagg. 240. 8vo. with a 
| Preface of 11. Printed for John 
| Brotherton, at the Bible z# Cornhil. 

a 

vl a73. 

* H HIS Book, which is written in an 


: agreeable, correct, and mafterly Stile, as 
_. all the other Writings of this Author, though a 
| Foreigner, are, confifts of four Dialogues; the 
Names of the [nterlocutors are Horatio and 
Cleomenes, and, as the Preface informs us, are the 
fame Perfons that were made ufe of in the fecond 
Part of the Fable of the Bees. Who this Author 
G iS, 
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is, the World, I prefume, needs not be inform’d, 
any more than what the general Aim of moft of 
his Writings has hitherto been. Dr. Mandeville’s 
Opinion concerning Virtue, and his Sentiments 
mr Refpect to Religion and the Minifters of it, 
have been long known; nor does it any way ap- 
pear from this Book, that he has in the leaft 
alter’d his former way of thinking. 

Our Author, having in the firft Part of his 
Fable of the Bees, enquir’d into the Origin of 
Virtue, and endeavour’d to prove it to be of hu- 
man Lnvention; in the two firft Dialogues of this 
Book, makes an Enquiry into that of Honour, 
which, he fays, owes its Birth to a Paffion in our 
Nature, for which there is no Word coin’d yet, 
no Name that is commonly known and receiv’d 
in any Language. This Pafflion which he calls 
by the Name of Se/f-l:king, and which, he fays, 
is ‘pl ainly diftinét from Self- love, he defines to be 
that great Value which all Individuals fet upon 
their own Perfons, that high Efteem which all 
Men are born with for themfelves; that the 
W ord Honour in this Senfe, whether it is ufed 
asa Noun or a Verb, is always a Compliment 
we make to thofe who aét, have, or are what we 
approve of; it is a term of Art to exprefs our 
Concurrence with others, our Agreement with 
them in their Sentiments concerning the Efteem 
and Value they have for themfelves; and there- 
fore that the higheft Honour which Men can 
give to Mortals, whilft alive, is in fubftance no 
more, than the moft likely and moft effectual 
Means that human Wit can invent to gratify, 
{tir up, and increafe in him to whom that Ho- 
nour 1s "paid, the Paffion of Self-dking. In this 
Senfe he believes the Word Honour to be as an- 


cient as the oldeft Language. But there is ano- 
ther 
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ther meaning befides, belonging to the fame 
Sound, and Honour, he fays, fignifies likewife a 
Principle of Courage, Virtue and Fidelity, which 
fome Men are faid to aét from, and to be aw’d 
by, as others are by Religion. In this Senfe he 
affirms it to be much more Modern, and not to 
be met with a thoufand Years ago in any Lan- 
guage ; that the Ancients knew nothing of it, 
and that ten Words, in either Greek or Latin 
cannot exprefs the entire Idea which is annex’d to 
the Word Honour, when it fignifies a Principle. 
For to be a Man of Honour, he fays, it is not 
fufficient, that he who affumes that Title is brave 
in War, and dares to Fight againft the Enemies 
of his Country; but he muft likewife be ready 
to engage in private Quarrels, tho’ the Laws of 
God and his Country forbid it; he muft bear no 
Affront without refenting it, nor refufe a Chal- 
lenge if fent to him in a proper Manner by a 
Man of Honour. This Signification of the 
Word Honour, he makes no Doubt, is entirely 
Gothick that it {prung up in fome of the moft 
ignorant Ages of Chriftianity, and feems to have 
been an Invention to influence Men over whom 
Religion had no Power, who yet are kept in 
Awe by the fear of Shame. 

This Author affrms Honour to be of the fame 
Origin with Virtue, that is, of human Con- 
trivance; but yet that the Invention of Honour, 
though ofa much later Date, was by far the greater 
Atchievement, and has been far more beneficial 
to the Civil Society than that of Virtue, and 
much better anfwer’d the End for which they 
were invented. Nay he goes further, and affirms 
that the Principle of Honour, fuch as it is, does 
full as much good to Society as Chriftianity does, 
though it be the very Reverfe of it. From hence 
G 2 it 
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it may be pretty well guefs’d, what the Doétor’s 
Thoughts are concerning the Ufefulnefs of the 
Chriftian Religion in Peace as well as War. He 
owns indeed in general, that Religion is not the 
Invention of Politicians, but is owing to that 
natural Fear of an invifible Caufe with which 
all Men are born; and therefore that there is a 
Neceflity of having Religion and Priefts of fome 
fort or other, to humour as well as awe the Mul- 
titude. He acknowledges, that Civil Society 
does receive fome benefit from Religion, the 
chief Ufe of which, is in Promifes of Allegiance 
and Loyalty, and all folemn Engagements and 
Affeverations, in which the invifible Power, that 
in every Country is the Objeét of the publick 
Worfhip, is invok’d or appeal’d to; but then he 
fays, that all Religions whatever are equally 
ferviceable for thefe Purpofes, and that the worft 
is better than none. But then he fays, that the 
Principle of Honour, whatever Origin it had, 
as it reaches Men to be juft in all their Dealings, 
and true to their Engagements, and there are con- 
fiderable Numbers in every civiliz’d Nation, who 
really takedelightinthis Principle, andinall their 
Actions are fway’dand govern’d by it; it muftbe 
allow’d that fuch a Principle, let it be owing to 
Education,to Flattery, to Pride, or what you pleafe, 
is more ufeful to Society than the beft Doétrine 
inthe World, which none canlive up to and, but 
few endeavour to follow. By the Do&rine which 
the Doétor does not perhaps himfelf, and there- 
fore concludes none can live upto, he, no doubt, 
means the Chriftian; and therefore plainly prefers 
the Principle of Honour to Chriftianity, as more 
beneficial and ufeful to Society. But I prefume, 
the ingenious Doétor defigns his Principle of 
Honour, for the Ufe of Perfons of ae Ps 
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Diftinétion only, becaufe he thinks it neceflary 
that all Rulers and Magiltrates fhou’d promote 
fome Religion or other, to humour as well as awe 
the Multitude. But what particular Religion he 
wou’d recommend for that Purpofe, betore all 
the reft, he has not yet declar’d; there 1s 
good Reafon to believe it wou’d not be the Ro- 
man Catholick Religion, becaufe he afferts that to 
be a baretaced Impotture; nor yet I believe the 
Proteftant, becaule the Doétor being a Perion of 
great Mortification and Selt-denial, is not at all 
pleas’d with the Proteflant way of Fafting; for 
he fays, that Fafting as pratt’ d religioufly among 
Proteflants, 1s hardly an Emblem of the Thing 
itfelf, and rather a Joke than any grievous 
Penance. But notwithftanding his Cenfure of 
it in this particular, the Doétor in another Place 
makes very honourable mention of the Prote/fant 
Religion, placing it at leaft upon a Level with 
the Mahometan; tor he fays, thofe two are the 
only national Relig gions now that are free from 
Idolatry; though ~ a is {ome reafon to fufpect 
that he favours the latter in his Heart, leauae in 
another Place he afirms that A/ahomet atted 
wifely as a Legiflator, all things confider’d, in 
allowing his Muffulmen three or four Wives a 
piece. From thofe Paflages which I have faith- 
fully cited out of feveral Parts of this Bx ook, it 
appears that the pious Doctor thinks the 
Principle of Honour or any Religion whatever, 
full as ufeful to Civil Society as Chriftianity: 
Let us now examine his Thoughts concerning its 
Ulefulnefs in War. And here the Doétor thinks 
Chriftianity not only entirely ufelefs, but 
inconfiftent with Warfare, and that it is im- 
poflible to be a good Chrittian and a good Sol- 
dier. He fays, that a peaceful Difpofition and 
G 3 Humility 
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Humility ave not Qualities more promifing in the 
Day of Battel, than a contrite Heart, and broken 
Spirit ave Preparatives for Fighting; that the Do- 
étrine of Chrift does not teach Men to fight, any 
move than it does to paint; and that if Repentance 
was preach’d among Milit. ar Men, Soldiers woud 
be in danger of being [poil’d by it, and vender'd unfit 
for their Bufine/s. It mutt be confefs’d indeed, 
that the Doétrine of Chrift does not teach Men 
to fight, and that there is nothing contain’d in 
the Golpel, that can have the leatt T endency to 
promote or juftify War or Difcord, Foreign or 
Domettick, Publick or Private; and theretore if 
all Princes, as well as their Subjects, would re- 
gulate their Conduét by its Precepts, there wou’d 
be neither Rebellions nor Wars in Chriflendom. 
But alas! The Paffions of Mankind will always 
be too ftrong for Reafon and Religion too: Pride 
and Ambition will carry on Subjects to rebel 
againit their lawful Princes, and Princes them- 
felves to injure and opprefs their Neighbours. 
And whenever fuch a Cafe happens, I don’t fee 
any thing in Chriftianity we at forbids a truly Vir- 
tuous and Chrittian Prince to make ufe of his 
Subjects Affiitance, or the ‘Sub; jects themfelves to 
give him fuch Afliftance, in order to vindicate 
his jut Rights againft a foreign Invafion or Do- 
meftick Rebellion. The Chriftian Religion is 
fo far from being an Enemy to the juft Rights 
and Privileges of Princes, and the proper Means 
of defending them, that it has greatly fecur’d 
them, by enforcing Submiflion and Obedience 
to the higher Powers, and requiring the Alle- 
giance of Subjects out of Conf{cience and Duty. 
Thus the Primitive Chriftians obey’d the Roman 
Zmperors, though Heathens, and ferv’d them in 
their Wars with Zeal and Fidelity. That a 
Chri- 
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Chriftian therefore may be a Soldier, we may 
venture to afirm: But how far a good Chriftian 
is bound to ferve his Princcin a War that is ma- 
nifeftly unjutt, as likewife how far every Subject 
is bound to enquire, whether the War he is en- 
gap’d in be fo or not, are Queftions I fhali not 
undertake to determine at this Time. 

I can by no means agree with the Doctor, 
when he fays, that preaching Repentance to 
Soldiers wou’d render them unfit for their Bu- 
finefs, and that a@ contrite Heart and broken Spirits 
that is, an humble and thorough Senfe of, and 
Sorrow for paft Offencesyare unpromifing prepa- 
ratives for Fighting: For as he allows that all 
Men are born with a natural Fear of an invifible 
Caufe, and of Death; whatever removes or 
leffens that Fear, muft infpire Courage and Bra- 
very. Now let us examine a little, the different 
Behaviour that may reafonably be expected from 
two Soldiers at the A pproach of an Enemy; the 
one I will fuppofe to be a pious fincere Chri ftiar n, 
the other a Nominal one only, or eife an Un- 
believer. The Confcience of the firft bears him 
Witnefs, that he has always endeavour’d to obey 
the whole Will of God, and been heartily forry 
for whatever he has done amifs; he patil that 
he is now doing his Duty in ferving his Prince, 
and therefore if he happens to fal] in Battel, is 
fully perfuaded that he fha!l be immediately ad- 
mitted into a much more happy State than he 
ever enjoy’d in this World. Thefe Confiderations 
will give him a perfect Calm of Mind, will in- 
ipire him with Intrepidity and Courage, and 
carry him even above the Fears of Death. As 
for the other, if he be a Nominal Chriftian only, 
that is, one, who, tho’ he has liv’d in a Chriftian 


Country, yet has gratify’ d all his Paflions, wirh- 
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out the leaft Regard to the Precepts of Chrifti- 
anity; as foon asthe Enemy draws nigh, Guilt 
and Remorfe, which always give Fear, will 
furround him; fo that not only the fight of Death 
itfelf, but likewife the Dread of what may follow 
after, will help to increafe his Terrors. But if 
he be an Unbeliever, that is, one who never had 
any Thoughts about Religion in this World, 
and has no Expeétations of another; fuch a one 
muft neceffarily be a Coward, and terrified at 
the near approach of Danger, becaufe he believes 
Death puts a final Period to his Being as well asto 
all his Hopes and Expectations. From hence there- 
fore it may be concluded, in Oppofition to what our 
Author affirms, that the bett C hriftian will always 
make the bett "Soldier ; becaufe being free from 
Guilt, he will be the lefs terrificd at the approach of 
a, and being well aflur’d of Happinefs after 
Death, he will always be ready to meet it with- 
out Fear Trembling, But he favs turther, 
that a pane Difpofition and Humility ave un- 
proiifi "8, Qualities in the Day of Battel, and 
thinks, forgiving Injuries, loving Enemies, ESc. 

inconfit ftent with the Character of a Soldier. 
But to this it may eafily be reply’d, that Pride, 
Infolence, Noife and Bullying, have never yct 
been thought Marks of true Courage; but on 
the contrary, it has been always obferv’d, that 
Perfons of a modeft, quiet, and peaceable Beha- 
viour, have, when try’d, generally fhewn the 
trueft Bravery. Nor can T fee any good Reafon, 
why a pious and fincere Ghriftian, who is of a 
meek, forgiving and benevolent Temper, and in 
private Life rea dy to pardon all Injuries done him 
by others; may not diftinguifh himfelf by his 
Gallantry in the Day of Battel, and be fignaliz’d 
for 
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for his Bravery in Defence of his King or 
Country. 

But I heartily ask pardon of the Reader for 
this Digreflion, it being my Bufinefs to give an 
Account of, and not to anfwer, what this Au- 
thor has thought fit to advance. As to what 
relates to the Origin of Honour, which is con- 
tain’d in the two firft Dialogues, I have already 
done it; and as to the Remainder of the Work, 
I fhall chufe to give it in the Author’s own 
Words, p. 236. &@c. where Horatio {peaks thus 
to Cleomenes. I believe I can repeat to you moft 
of the Heads of your Difcourfe, fince you finifh’d 
what you had to fay concerning the Origin of 
Honour. You have prov’d to my Satistaétion 
that no Preaching of the Gefpel, or ftri¢t adhe- 
rence to its Precepts, will make Men good 
Soldiers, any more than ic will make them 
sood Painters, or any thing elfe the moft remote 
from the Defign of it: ‘That good Chriftians, 
{triétly fpeaking, can never prefume or fubmit to 
be Soldiers: That Clergymen, under pretence of 
Preaching the Gofpel, by a {mall Deviation 
from it, may eafily mifguide their Hearers, and 
not only make them fight in a juft Caufe, and 
againtt the Enemies of their Country, but ‘like- 
wife incite them to civil Difcord and all manner 
of Mifchief: That by the Artifices of fuch Di- 
vines, even honeft and well-meaning Men have 
often been feduced from their Duty, and, tho’ 
they were fincere in their Religion, been made 
to act quite contrary co the Precepts of it: That 
in all the Quarrels among Chriftians, there never 
yet was a Caufe fo bad, but if it cou’d find an 
Army to back it, there were always Clergymen 
ready to juftify and maintain it: That divine 
Service, and religious Exercifes may be order’d 
and 
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and ftriétly enjoin’d with no other than political 
Views: ‘hat by Preaching and Praying, bad 
Chriftians may be infpir’d with Hatred to their 
Enemies, and Confidence in the Divine Favour: 

That in order to obtain the Vittory, Godlinefs 
and an outward fhew of Picty among Soldiers, 
may be made ferviceable to the greateft Profli- 
gates, who never join in Prayer, have no thoughts 
of Religion, or ever affift at any publick W or- 
fhip, but by Compulfion and with Reluctancy ; 

and that they may have this effect in an Army, 
of which the General is an 47hei/?, moft of the 
Clergy Hypocrites, and the generality of the 
Soldiers wicked Men: That skilful Preachers 
confult the Occupations as well as the Capacities 
of their Hearers; that therefore in Armies, they 
always encourage and chear up their Audiences, 
and that whatever the Day or the Occafion may 
be, upon which they harangue them, they 
feldom touch upon mortifying Truths, and take 
great care never to leave them in a melancholy 
Humour, or fuch an Opinion of themfelves or 
their Affairs, as might lower their Spirits, or 
deprets their Minds. 

However, after all this, the Doétor makes his 
other Dialogift Cleomenes, conclude thus; I will 
fhew you that no Difcovery of the Craft or In- 
fincerity of Men can ever bring any difhonour 
upon the Chriftian Religion itfelf, I mean the 
Doétrine of Chrifit, which can only be learn’d 
from the New Teftament, where, it will ever 
remain in its Purity and Luftre. From hence 
one wou’d be inclined to believe, that our Au- 
thor had juft and becoming Sentiments of Chri- 
ftianity: Bur alas! no fuch thing; whenever he 
{peaks after that Manner, ’tis all Grimace, or by 
way of Sneer.and Irony. The word Believer, 
as 
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5 as apply’d to a Chriftian, and the Expreffion of a 
» contrite Heart and broken Spirit, ferve him fre- 
)guently for a Jeft; though without an impious 
| Heart and unbelieving Spirit, it wou'd be sii 


cult 


& 
ime 


* +o find out wherein it confifts, unlefs he thinks 


i we have no better a Title to be call’d Believers, 


(than the Mahbometans who {tile themfelves the 


jonly true ones. As to civil Society, he fays all 
| Religions are equally ferviceable, and all the Ar- 
}guments that can be taken from Chriftianity 
}againft Duclling, he calls Cant and puritanical 
Stuff: He owns indeed, that Multitudes mutt 
§ be aw’d by fomething that is ter rible, as Flames of 
| Hell, and Fire everlafting ;but that Men of Senfe 
and Education are not to be frighten’d with 
thofe Bugbears. 

As for the Clergy, our Author has always 
| declar’d openly againtt them, nor has he forgot- 
jten, on any Occafion, in this Book, to give us 
| his Opinion concerning them. He fays, he is no 
‘admirer of Priefts of any fort; that Divines who 
differ, are implacable, and never known to treat 

jany Adverfary with Temper or Moderation; and 
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/ that the Arts made ufe of by Pagan Priefts, were 


‘very trifling in Comparifon to thofe of Chriftian 
\Divines. He thinks the Clergy of England 
| don’t fincerely endeavour in their Lives and Do- 
_ ctrine to imitate the Apoftles; and complains ef- 
| pecially of the Heads of them, the Bifhops, and 
objects againft their Palaces and Manner of 
) Living, their Tranflations, Revenues, and earthly 
) Power ; together with the worldly Honours, Pre- 
i cedency, and other Privileges which our Spiritual 
) Lords infift upon to be their due; and fays, he 
| has often laugh’d at Apoftles in Coaches and Six. 
| He fays, that Licenfing Books, and not allowing 
| Men to divulge any Sentiments concerning Re- 
Tigion 
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ligion that are not entirely Orthodox, is a vaft f 
Eaic and unlpeakable Comfort to the Clergy of 
the eftablifh’d Church; but though Orthodoxy 
and the national Clergy are always the Gainers § 
by thofe Curbs and Prohibitions, yet Truth and 
Religion are ever the Sufferers by them. He 
{eems apprehenfive of the Growth of Popery in 
this Kingdom, and propofes a Method to put a 
ftop to it, as well as to the Growth of Irreligion 
and [mpiety; and that is, the Sanétity of Man- 
ners and exemplary Lives of the Reformers, 
their Application and unwaried Diligence in their 
Calling, their Zeal for Religion, and Difregard 
of Wealth and wordly Enjoyments; but he 
thinks the Bench of Bifhops wou’d not thank 
him for this Prefcription, becaufe they wou’d call 
it an Attempt to cure the Patients by bliftering 
the Phyficians; and believes, moft Proteftant 
Divines wou’d think the Kemedy worfe than the 
Difeafe. 

There is one other Objection againft the 
Clergy, or rather againft fome part of the 
Liturgy, which, though it be equally Silly and 
Prophane, I fhall fer ‘down as a Specimen by 
which a Judgment may be form’d of the whole 
Performance. I have often wonder’d, fays the 
Doétor, how a Parfon preaching before a few 
Clowns in a pitiful Village, fhou’d, after he has 
named all the great Pe ople in the ‘Nation, pray 
God to blefs more e/pecially the Congregation 
there aflembled ; and this at the fame Time that 
the King and the Royal Family are at Prayers 
likew ifes, and the Houfe of Lords at one Church, 
and the Houfe of Commons at another. I think 
it is, fays he, an impudent thing for a parcel of 
Country Boobies to defire to be ferv’d firft, or 


better than fo many hundred Congregations, 
that 
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vatt F 
| that are fuperior to them in Number and Know- 
) ledge, as well as Wealth and Quality. Nay, 
| fays he further, when I hear a Man pray for 
| Bleffings on All, efpecially the Congregation 
| where I am prefent, it pleafes me well enough, 
-and the Word e/pecially has its effect upon me 
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while I think no further; but when I confider 
that the fame Words are faid to every Audience 


| of the fame Church throughout the Kingdom, 
| I plainly find that I was pleas’d with nothing. 


Thus far our ingenious Author; the principal 


| Defign of whofe Book, appears plainly to be 


no other, than to bring Virtue and Religion 


into Contempt, to fcoff and fneer at Chriftia- 
| nity, and to expofe and vilify the Priefthood: 
' Why he fhews fuch an inveterate Malice to 


all Perfons of that Order is uncertain; fome 


| affirm, "tis only to gratify and pleafe his Pa- 
} tron, who, ’tis well known, chiefly owes the 
' Honours he now enjoys, to his unchriftian and 
‘ungentlemanlike Treatment of a_ particular 
Clergyman; though others fay, the Doétor’s 


only Quarrel againft the Clergy and Religion, 
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Mixton’s Paradife Lof. A new Edition. } 
By Richard Bentley, D. D. Loudon: } 


1732. int 4t0. pagg. 399. with Notes,§ 4 
befides aPreface and Index. 
1LTON’s Paradife Loft, isa Work fof 

defervedly, and fo univerfally efteem’d; Bi ™ 

that a Correétion of fuch Errors, as may have ft 
flipt into it, and an Improvement of it in any f [a 
Refpe& whatever, muft needs be acceptable tof t 
the Publick, and do a fingular Pleafure to all f > 
true Lovers of Poetry. This the Learned Dr.f N 
Bentley has attempted in this Edition, which, he Ir 
fays, challenges to be the trueft and correéteft, y ce 
that hath yet appear’d. His fole Aim has been 4 
a Reftoration of a genuine Mri tron; in order § °° 
to which, he wou’d no doubt have confulted all f th 
fuch Manufcripts of it, as were to be found; ff th 
but it happens very unfortunately that not one f !e 
exifts, and therefore the Doétor has been forced ff f° 
to {upply that want entirely from his own Sagacity F lik 
and happy Conjeéture. 'To one or both of thefe, is fu 
wholly owing every thing that is new or ex- B 
traordinary, every Correction or Emendation that fer 
is in chis, beyond what is tobe found in all former BI” 
Editions. But to proceed to Particulars. In R% 
the firft place, the Doétor fays, he has very §°" 


carefully, and he hopes, judicioufly correéted f 
the 
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1, he Fe ; 
| embarafs’d to fome kind of Readers, for whofe 
fake therefore the learned Doétor has taken care 
;to mark the Vowel with an Apoftrophe, where 
ithe Elifion is to take place. And this, I hope 
the Criticks will allow to be a very confiderable 
| Improvement. But this is not all; the Doétor, 
ifor the Benefit of fuch kind of Readers, has 
Hlikewife been careful to place an Accent over 
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the Faults in Orthography, Diftinétion by Points 


b and Capital Letters, all which fwarm in the 


prior Editions. “Lis very well known that 
Mitron frequently makes ufe of a Liberty, 
which, though common with the Greeks and 
Latins, has never been practis’d by any Englifh 
Poet but himfelf, which is to melt down a Vowel 
at the end of a Word, when the following Word 


| begins with a Vowel; as II. ro2r. 
ion. f 


So he with Difficulty and Labour bard. 
And V. 346. 
From many a Berry and from fweet Kernel, 


| pre/s'd, 


where the Letter y in the Word Dificulty, in 
the former Line, and in the Word Berry in the 


the Pronunciation. Now though this may rather 
be reckon’d an Excellency than a Fault in 
Miuron’s Verfes, yet it is attended with this 
Inconvenience, that it makes his Numbers feem 


fuch Syllables of Words, where a ftrength of 
Tone and Pronunciation, different from the pre- 
fent ufe, is requir’d: as, in the Words, 4/péé, 
fipreme, bbfcure, &e. Hitherto a moderate fhare 
of the Doétor’s great Sagacity was fufficient; 
but in what follows, which is all meer Guefs- 

work, 
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work, a profound skill in the Art of Divining, 
or to ufe his own Words, in happy Competture, 
will be abfolutely neceflary. For every body 
knows that Mitron, when he compos’d this 
Poem, was Blind with a Gutta Serena, and there- 
fore oblig’d to make ufe of an Amanuenfis; upon 
which account more Miftakes muft needs have 
happen’d, efpecially in Monofyllables that have 
a fimilitude of Sound, than if he had been able 
to write it with his own Hand. But befides 
fuch Errors as might have been committed by 
the Amanuenfis, the Doétor fuppotes, upon what 
Authority | know nor, that the Friend or Ac- 
quaintance, to whom Mitron committed his 
Copy, and the Correcting of the Prefs, did 
execute that Truft fo vilely,either through negleét, 
or wilfully, that the Firft Edition came forth, pol- 
luted as he imagines with fuch monttrous Faults, as 
are beyond Example in any other printed Book. 
But if the Doétor’s Conjeéture be right, this ts 
not the worft Ufage that poor MinTon met with 
from this falfe Friend; ter he further fuppofes 
him to have taken the Advantage of the Poets 
Poverty and Blindnefs, to foift into this Work 
feveral Verfes of his own. But tho’ none of the 
Misfortunes hitherto mention’d to have befallen 
this noble Poem, can in the leaft be imputed to 
the Author, yet there is one that muft be laid to 
his Charge; tho’ even to that he may fairly plead 
Not Guilty, and had he had his Eye-fight, wou’d 


in all probability have prevented it. The 
Doétor has found out, he fays, fome Inconfiften- 


ces in the Syftem and Plan of his Poem, for 
want of his Revifal of the whole before its Pub- 
lication; and they are all firft difcover’d, as he 
affirms, in this Edition. The Doétor further 


fuppofes, nay is thoroughly convinc’d, that not 
only 
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only the Proof Sheets of the firft Edition were 
never read to Minton, but that the E’cition, 
when publifhed, was never read to him ia feven 
Ycars time: Fors he fays, unlefs Mrnron was as 
Deaf as Blind, he con’d not poflibly let pafs fuch 
grofs and palpable Faults. The firft Edition 
came out in 1667, and a fecond in 1674, in 
which all the Faults of the former are continued, 
with the Addition of fome new ones. Tc correé& 
or remove all thofe Faults, is what the Doétor 
has attempted in this Edition; which though ic 
may appear to fome a very difficult Undertaking J, 
if not utterly impoffible, fince, as T men tion'd 
before, there isno Manufcript to be found; yet 
our learned Editor is of another Opinion; and 
fays, that the typographical Faults, or thofe 
committed by the Printer and Supervifor are cor- 
rigible by retrieving the Poets own Words. But 
if it be ask’d, how this is to be done, the Anfwer 
is very plain and fhort; by the Doétor’s Sugacity 
and Lappy Conjetture, for this is the only way 
that is now left, and the Doctor pretends to no 
other. As to thofe Verfes which the Doétor 
thinks fpurious, and which, he fays, the Poet, 
had he known of them, vel furca ejeciffet, would 
have thrown out with a Fork, they are, as he 
imagines, deteéted by their own fillinefs and unfit- 
nefs; but then we ought to fuppofe that the 
Reader who finds this out, has at leaft an equal 
Penetration and Difcernment with our learned 
Editor. But the moft difficult Part, unlefs we 
will fuppofe them all alike impoffible, is {till 
behind; which is to redrefs MiLvoNn’s own 
Slips and Inadvertencies; and this, the Doétor 
afures us, cov’d not be done without a Change 
both of the Words and Senfe ; and therefore he 
has even ventur’d to do that in feveral Piaces. 
FEBRUARY 1732. H How 
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How well he has fucceeded, 1 will net prefume 
to fay, but leave it to others to judge, whether 
by all his Corrections and Alterations, this noble 
Poem be amended or debas’d; whether Minron 

may be faid to be reffor'd, or PARADISE twice 
loft. This however ought to be obferv’d in Com- 
mendation of the Doétor’s Modetty, that he has 
not thruft his own Conjectures into the Text, 
inftead of the original Reading, but when con- 
nine only of one or two Words, has caft them 
into the Margin; and when of a greater Bade 
placed them above his Notes. ‘Thefe Notes, 
which are large, and to be found in almoft every 
Page, are intended to explain and affign a Reafon 
for the various Changes and Emendations that 
have been made in this Edition; and he aflures 
us, they were made extempore, and put to the 
Pref as foon as made, which I verily believe, 
and am perfuaded that whoever reads them will 
be of the fame Opinion. 

As to thofe Lines, which the Doétor takes to 
be Interpclations foifted in by the firft Editor, 
without the Poet’s Knowledge or Confent, he 
has not thought fit to reject them fo far as to 
leave them entirely out in this Impreftion; but 
has printed them in J¢alic, and inclos’d them 
between two Hooks; and they are in number 
above three hundred and fitty. This, perhaps 
fome Perfons might regret as a great Lots; but 
to make the World fome kind of amends, the 
Doétor has been fo kind to give us above feventy 
Verfes, which are not to be found +0 any other 
‘di tion. Some of thefe are entirely his own, 
given inftead of fo many faulty and wikiten ones 
in Mriron; the reft are Mriron’s quite alter’d 
and chang’d by him, but yet after fuch a Man- 
ner, that, he hopes they will not be found 


difagreeing 
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: difagreeing from the Mrnuronran Charaéter. 
r But that J may fausfy the Readers curtofity at 
C once, by letting him know what he may further 
. expect in this famous Edition; [ think my {elf 
e oblie’d to inform him, that befides whar has 
- been already mention’d, there are above three 
1S hundred Lines, in which two Words at leatt, 
" and fometimes half the Verte is alter’>d; and 
\- above fix hundred more, wherein oxe Word only 
n is chang’d. 
1, I thall give a few Inftances of every kind of 
%, Change or Correétion, which the Doétor has 
‘y been pleas’d to make, by which means the Rea- 
yn der will be in fome meafure enabled to form a 
at Judgment of the whole Performance. 
es And in the firft Place I fhall preduce fuch 
12 Lines, where the Doctor propofes the Change of 
e, one Word only. 
ill 

1.6. Sing, Heav'nly Mufe, that on the fecret Top 
to Of Horeb, or of Sinai 
Or, 
he Here the Doétor is of Opinion, that it ought 
to to have been /acred, and not /ecret; for though 
ut fecvet be a paflable Epithet, yet /acred is much 
m better; and herein, I believe, very few will 
yer difent from him; and Miron’s Amanuen/is, 
Aps whoever he was, might very eafily be guilty of 
yut this miftake, from the near Similitude there is 
the = between the Sound of thofe two Words. 
nty 
her § V. 624. Tho th’ Eveut was dire, 
vn, As this Place teftifies, and this diweé 
nes | Change. 
rd 
an- The Doétor, in his Notes upon this Place, 
ind § feems very pofitive, that dire Change in the latt 
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Line cou’d not come from our Author, who was 
never barren of Words; but that he muft have 
faid, this fad Change. But here I mutt beg leave 
to diffent from our learned Critick, becaufe I 
conceive there is a Beauty in the Repctition of 
the Word dire in the fecond Line, and that it ts 
a ftronger, more poetical, and in every Refpect 
a better Epithet than /ad. 

Mivron, after the Conclufion of Szaian’s 
Speech to the fallen Angels, goes on thus, 


V. 663. 


He fpake; and to confirm his Words out fiew 
Millions of flaming Swords, drawn from the Thighs 
Of mighty Cherubim , the fudden Blaze 

Far round illumin’d Hell; highly they ragd 
Azainft the High ft, and fierce with grafped Arms 
Clafb’d on their founding Shields the Din of War, 
Harling Defiance toward the Vault of Heaven. 


In thefe feven Lines, which, I think, are 
inexpreflibly beautiful and noble, and as perfect 
as human Wit can make them, the Doctor makes 
an Alteration of three Words. In the fecond 
Line he puts Blades inftead of Swords; in the 
fifth he puts Swords inftead of Arms; and in the 
lait Line he prefers Walls to Vault. All which 
Changes are undoubtedly for the worfe, and 
inftead of Improvements, are fo many Defezeda- 
tions and Debafements of this ineftimable Poem. 
For the Word Swords, founds much better in 
Heroicks than Blades, which carries fomething 
in it of Meannefs, both in its Sound and Signi- 


fication, and may as well be underftood of 


Knives as Swords; fo that if Satan’s Affociates 


had been Fiends of Dutch Extraction, and 
the 
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the Poet had told us they drew their flaming 
Blades, it might have imagin’d ’d they were 
preparing for Snicker-/j As for the Word 
Arms, that is ftll dines and more proper, 
notwithitanding the Doétor’s Criticifm, in the 
Place where the Poet has us’d it, than "Sword ds, 
which he wou’d fubftitute in its Place. That 
the Word Vault is preferable to /Valls, is I con- 
‘ceive undeniable, becaufe it always carries with 
it an Idea of fomething that is Grand, Majetiic 
and Auguft; as of fome magnificent Palace or 
ftately Building, which is high- arch’d and vault- 
ed, whereas Walls are equally applicable to : 
little Garden or low Cottage as to the highet 
Heaven. 


I]. 3y5r. 
So was bis Will 


Pronounc’d among the Gods; and by an Oath 
That foook Heav’ns whole Circinditeae. confirm d. 





The Dottor’s Correction here is put tring, Nod 
inftead of Oath; and his Reafon for it isy secaufe 
many of the Heathen Pocts give that Authority 
und Force to Jupiter's Nod, that it fhakes the 
whele Heaven. Now this ts not at al! denied, 
though it be very little to the prefent Purpote. 
Mor our Poet’s defign in this Place, was not to 
thew the Power of God’s Nod, but that he had 
confirm’d by an Oath his Will to create Man. 
However, if the Heavens are fhaken at his Nod, 
much more fure by his Oath. A Nod is a mark 
of Approbation, but for the Confirmation of any 
Thing, I think an Oath is moft proper; if there- 
fore it may with greater Propriety be faid, that 
God confirm’d his Will by an Oath, than that 
| he did it by a Nod, Micron was right in this 
H 32 Place 
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Place, and the Doétor has corre&ted him into an 
Error. 


IIT. so7. 
———= Thick with [parkling Orient Gems 
Ze Portal foor———— 


And IV. 238. 
Rolling on Orient Pearl and Sands of Gold. 


I know feveral People. who have an Averfion 
to fome particular Words, which I take to be 
the Doétor’s Cafe fometimes; otherwile his nice 
Difcernment, and elegant Tafte in “ome mult 
have oblig’d him to let the rd Orient keep its 
Place in both thefe kines. For befides the 
{weetnefs of its Sound, no Epithet whatever 
cou’d be join’d either ‘to Gems or Pearls that 
woud better exprefs their Beauty and Value. 
But let us fee what Words the Doétor prefeis to 
ic; why, be will needs have ardext Gems, and 
yadiant Pearl; to which I fhail only fay, that, in 
my Opinion, radiant is a much better Epithet 
for a Diamond than a Pear?; and that tai 13 
better apply’d toa ever than a Gem. But the 
Doctor has given two Reafors for rejecting the 
Word Ovient, which being fo extraordinary in 
their kind, it wou’d be Injuftice both to him and 
the World to conceal them. Our ingenious 
Critick has rightly obferv’d, that Orient in the 
firft Line is ipoken of Heaven, and in the other 
of Paradife; and he fays, Orient Gems is proper 
to fay upon BaD becaufe the beft Gems come 
from the Kafi-fudies; but in Heaven the Pro- 
priety cceafes. By /aying upon Earth, I prefume 
the Doctor means fpeaking of terrefivial Chin 18S 5 
and if fo, Orzent in the latter Inftance, when 
{poken 
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fpoken of Paradife is not iinpreper, uniefs he 
will deny that the terreftrial Paradife of our firit 
Parents was upon Earth. And if the Doétor 
will not allow Poets in fpeaking of Heaven, 
and defcribing heavenly Things to borrow 
Epithets, Metaphors, and Images, taken fiom 
Things on Earth; I wou’d as foon be confin’d 
to read his Notes, as their Poetry. But the 

Doétor has likewife another Reafon againtt th 
Word Orient, which, | prefume, may be a very 
good one; but I cannot fay fo of my own 
Knowledge, becaufe I mutt frankly conte!s, [ 
do not thoroughly underftand it. His W Fords 
are thefe, “* Oriext even now may be ft for an 
European Writer, but wou'd not tor 2 Chinc/e’”’; 
if fo, why does he condemn the ule - it in 
Mitron. And I fhou’d be glad to be inform’d 
why a Chinefe Writer may not as fitly make ufc 
of the Word Or ict, as an European. 

I fhal! mention but one Line more, wherein 
the Doctor is content with changing oze Word 
oniy, and fhall then proceed to give a tew Spe- 
cimens of fuch, where he has thought fit to 
alter wo at the leatt, and fometimes more. 


Very: 


Aid ye tive other wand’ ring Fires that wi 


This Linc is part of Adam and Eve’s Morn- 
ing Fdymn to the Creator, wherein they had 
betore call’d upon the Suz, the Moox, and the 
Planet Venus to found his Praife, and here Adam 
calls upon che other five Planets to do the fame. 
Thisthe Doétor thinks a Mit ittake, a ad that it ought 
to have been four and not five; for, fays he, _ 
Mos sit, and Venus had been already nam d, tnd 

there are but four Planets more. Here are more 
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Blunders than one, for which it 1s very difficult 
to make an Apology. In the firft Place the 
Doégtor calls the Sun a Planet, which he knows 
it isnot; and then he had quite forgot that the 
Earth is a Planer, which I am fure he will not 
deny; and that Miron underitood it as cne in 
this Place to make up the Number jive, is very 
plain from II. 1osz. where {peaking of the 
Earth he defcribes it thus, 


This pendant World in Bignefs as a Star 
Of fmalleft Magnitude. 

But is ftill plainer from thefe two Lines. 
VIII. 129. 
The Pianet Earth, fo fiedfaft tho’ fhe feens 
Lnfenfibly three diff rent Motions move. 


I. 63. 
No Lie. bi, but rather Darknefs vifible 


Serv’d ouly to difcover fights of Woe. 


By the snl fion of Darkne/fs vifible, our 
Poet’s Defign, no doubt, was, to fhew that the 
Flames, w hich, as from a Furnace, iffued out of 
the horrible Dungeon he is there defcribing, 
were not bright and tra in{fparent like thofe of 
other Fires, but rather a Mixture of Smoke and 
Fiame, or cf Darknefs with fuch a Quantity of 
Light as was juit fufficient to make Objects be 
penceye! 'd. However our Critic is not pleas’d 
wich this is Expreflion, and fubflitutes in its Place 
a tran{picuous Gilooiit 5 but whether fuch an Alte- 
ration ts ig the better or the worfe, and which 
of the two Exprefh ons 1s moft poetical, I leave 
o the Judgment of the Reader. 

V.1/7. 

FalP nC Der Py Me tc be weak 7$ miferable, 
Doing or Supperiing —mmmmmns 
. 
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This, I think, is a noble Thought be cautifully 
exprels’d 5 but our learned Critic is of another 
Opinion, and wou’d read it thus, Zo dwell here is 
Miferable, which deftroys beth the Thought aad 
Expreflion. Hefays, the Printer ha s here beltow’d 
upon our Poet ad/oluie Nonfe enfe. Butif I might 
be allow’d to interpofe in this Cafe, berween the 
Printer and the Poet, { wou’d fully acquit the 
former, and lay the whole Blame, if there be 
any, upon the latter; becaufe, I think here is 
nothing at all that he need be afham’d to own. 
His meaning to me appears very obvious and 
plain, which is this: that whoever contends with 
an Adverfary, and is weak, that is to fay, wants 

Strength and Power to oppofe and refift him, 
muft be overcome, and in fuch Cate, will by 
moft Men be thought Miferable ; and whoever, 
when he is overcome, is weak, that is to fay, 
has not Courage and Refolution enough to bear 
the Victor’s ‘Triumph and his own Sufferings 
with Patience and Refignation, is likewile Mife- 
rable; ail which is fully and finely exprefs’d by 

our Poet, in thefe few Words, To be weak is 
xu ferable, Deing or Suffering. The Doétor feems 
in this Place unwil ling to underftand our Author’s 
meena but if ever he fhou’d happen to fail 

ito either of thefe Circumftances, and fuch is 
ee Uncertainty of human Affairs that no one 
can forefee ail that may happen, he wii! then 
more fenfibly perceive the Truth and Jultnels of 
the Sentiment, as well as the beautiful Brevity of 
the Exprefiion, 





249. Farewell happy Fields, 
Vv here Foy for ever dwells! Hail Horrors, Hail 
Infernal World! and Thou, profoundeft Hell, 


| Receive thy new Pofefir— 
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This is a beautiful and admur’d Part of one of 
the fineft Speeches that ever was compos’d by 
mortal Man; the Strength, Force, and Euergy 
of it are truly worthy of an Angelic Mina, the 
Thoughts and Sentiments every way becoming 
a fallen Angel, who had been chief in the Re 
bellion; but yet the Doétor thinks himtelf able 
to mend it, and has therefore prefum’d to alter it 
in three Places. Inftead of Jufernal World, the 
Doctor puts Eternal /Voe, and for Receive he 
puts elcome. His Reafon tor the frft Alterati- 
on, - that tafernal World, and profoundeft Hell, 
fignify here the fame Thing, and therefore he 
cowd a fufpeét Mii ron wou'd be guilty of 
fuch Tautology, as to make Satan_a addre’s him- 
felf twice to one Thing as if it were two. But 
in my humole - Opinion, any uoprepidic’d Reader 
wou'd by zufernal World un derftand the whole 
Regions oF the Damn’d, and by profoundeft Fell, 
the immediate Place of ReGdenc ce belonging to 
Satan their Prince, kis Pal anes his Sear, or his 
— ne: And if fo, the whole Foundation of 

is Criticifm falls at once. The Doétor’s Rev- 
fon for putting Welcome inftead of Receive, is, 
becaufe, he fays, it paints Sataz to the Life, for 
to fal ute and welcome his own Punifhment, fhews 
a Temper and Difpofition truly Satanical. But 
the JJoétor at the fame Time forgets that ’tis 
monitrous and abfurd to fuppofe him capable of 
doing io; for to welcome Punithment, is to meet 
it with | Pieafure, but an averfion to Pain, and an 
endeavour to avoid it, is founded in the very 
Wature of all created red and therefore to 
tuppote any Being capable of receiving it with 
Pleaiure, is inconfiftent and un natural. 


The 
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The third Place in this inimitable Sneech, 
which the Doctor has eigen to amend, 1s, 
V.259. The Poet’s Words are thele, 


Th’ Almighty bath not built 
Tlere for his Envy.—-—————s 


The Emendation prepos’d here by the Doctor, 

s, that zot Luiit fhou’d be ftruck out, and xo 
butt inferted in its Place; but, not to ‘mention 
that Jutt isa Word fearce fit to be allow’d at all 
in heroic Poetrv, to fay God has io butt, is a 
very low and mean Expreffion, um worthy and 
unbecoming the Divine Majefty, and therefore 
ms es from the Mruronran Charatter. 

efides itis plain from the very next Words of 
Minron, will wot drive us hence, that he makes 
Satan here {peak = of Hell, the Receptacle 
of him and his Crew, and not of the Devils 
themfelves; winereas thi is propos’d Amendment, 
was it to take Pla Ce, wou’d quite alicr the Poct’s 
meaning 39 and make Sah am {peak of their Perfons 
only, and not of their | Place of Abode. 

But that [ may not guite nanfeate the Reader 
with this kind of Stuff, I will now change the 
Scene, and prefent him with tome Examples of 
fuch Lines, as our Critic im apises were neve 
dictated by Mrvron, but compes’d, or ac teal 


foifted in by the firft Editor of this W ork. 


T. 196. ln Bulk as huge 
| 4s whom the Fables name, of monfirous fize, 
‘Titanian, or Karth-born, that warr’d on Jove, 
Briar cos, a i" Pypaon eham the Den 
By ancient Tarlus / heid, or that Sea Bea/?, | 
Leviathai. 
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Thefe four Lines, which defcribe Sataa as he 
Jay on the burning Lake, are the firft which our 
Critic has thought fit to reject as Interpolations. 
But here it is to be obferv’d, that he feems to be 
an Enemy to all kind of Simile’s, and poetical 
Defcriptions, efpecially when taken from the 
fabulous Hiftory of the Heathen Poets. Such 
Paris of this Poem have rarely efcap’d his Cen- 
fure and Indignation. 


Speaking of the Red-Sea, our Author his the 
following Lines, 





305. ‘WV hole Waves cevthrew 
Butiris avd bis Memphian Chivalry, 
While with perfidious Hatred they purfwd 
Tbe Sojourners of Gothen, who bedeld 
From the fafe Shore, their floating Carcafes, 


/ 


And broken Coarist Wheels. } 


which our fagacious Critic believes not to be 
Mitron’s, and calis them impertinent and 
VICIOUS. 


486. [ Lik’ning bis Mafter to the grazed Oxe 
Jehovah, who in one Night when he pafsd 
from Egypt marching, equal’d with one ftroke 
Both ber firft-born and all her bleating Gods. 


Thefe four Lines the Doctor pofitively affirms 
eou’d not be Mitron’s, but were foifted in by 
that zmaginary Perfon he trufted his Copy with. 
He makes feveral fevere Remarks upon them; 
fays, pafs'd from Egypt marching, is quite wrong, 
that Calf is better than Oxe, that grazed Oxe 1s 
both filly and fuperfluous; laftly, that all her 
bleating 
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bleating Gods is beyond all Letiaine - that 


the qhole is impertinent, 





71F. [ Not Babylon 
Nor great + Miele fuch Magnificence 
kqual'd in all their Glories, to infbrine 
Belus or Serapis their Gods, or feat 


Their Kings, when Egypt with Affyria flrove 
In Wealth and Luxury.}—— 





Il. 6f9. [ Far lefs abborr’d than thefe 
Vex'd Scylla, bathi Lng in the Sea that paris 
Calabria from the boarfe Lrinacrian Shove: 

Nor uglicr follow the Night-Haz, when call d 
Ta fecvet viding through the Aiv fhe comes 

Lir'd with the fmeil ‘of Lufant Blood, to dance 
With Lapland Wiches, while the ha 1b ring Moon 
Eclypfes at their Charms.] 


671. | Fierce as tes Furies, terrible as Hell.} 
1023. [But be once pafs'd, foor after when Mar 


| fell, 

(Strange Alieration) Sin and Death amain 
Following his Track ( fuch was the Will of Heaw is) 
Pav'd after him a bi a and beaten Way 

ver the dark Abyfs, whofe boiling Gulph 
Tamely endur’d a Bridge of wound vous Length 
From Hell continued reaching th’ utmoft Orb 
Of this frail World, by which the Spivits perver(e 
With eafy Intercour ie pafs to and fro 
To tempt or punifo Mortals, except whom 
God and good Angels guard ‘by /pecial Grace. 


ee 


Thefe are a few Inftances in the firft and 


_fecond Book only, of fuch Lines as our difcern- 
| ing Editor boldly pronounces not to be Mitron’s 


but 
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but manifet Interpoiations. Whether they 
deferve fo fevere a Centure, and whether there 
be not a peculiar kind of Manner, Dignity and 
Didtion inthemall,a se ue (cai quoi, which plainly 
befpcaks Mitton to have been their Author, I 
fubmit to the Judgment of the judicious Reader, 
without troubling him with any Remarks of my 
own. I fhall only obferve, that among thofc 
hundreds of Lines which the Doétor affirms to 
be fpurious, there are many which [ have often 
heard repeated by good Judges of Poetry, as 
particularly beautiful; the whole Defcription of 
the Limbe of Vanity, for Example, in the third 
Book, which our Critic has entirely rejected, 
has been generally efteemed to beas finely imagin’d, 
and as truly poetical, as any part of the whole 
Work. 

But the Doctor, to make fome Amends for his 
numerous Caftrations, has been fo kind to give 
us fome Verfes that are entirely his own, tofupply 
the Place of fuch in Miwon as he thinks either 
bad or improper; and feveral others he has new- 
modei’d, and chang’d with a defign to make 


them better. [ fhall fet down fome Examples 
of both. 


1.74. 4s from the Center thrice to th’ utmoft Pole. 


This our learned Critic calls vitious, and 
inftead of it has given us the following Line. 


DisTANCE, WHICH TO EXPRESS ALL MEASURE 
[ FAILS. 


12¢. So /pake th’ Apoftat Angel, though in Pais 
Paunting aloud, but rack’d with deep Defpair. 


Thefe 
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Thefe in my Opinion, are two very good 
Verfes, which iew Poets in Exgland, befi des Dr. 


Bentley, couw’d have mended. As he has alter’d 
them, they run thus: 






SosPAKETH’ APOSTAT PROUD, WITH OUTWARD 

[ VaunrT 
But iNLY RACK’D WITH PAIN AND DEFP 
| Despair. 





Our Poet fpeaking of Vulcan, V. 738. has 
thefe Lines. 






Nor was bis Name unheard or unador'd 
In ancient Greece ; and in Aufonian Land 
Men call bim Mulciber.-—— 
























; Thefe Lines, fine as they are, don’t pleafe the 
. Tafte of our curious Critic, but he chufes with 
r his Alterations to read them thus, 
, 
- Unapor’pD: 
- In Greece Hephejlos, in TH’ AusonraAn Lanp 
S Men CALL HIM Vulcan. 

Il. 274. Our Torments alfo may in length of Time 
3 Become our Elements -—— 
d But our Editor makes this ingenious Altera- 

tion. 

E THEN, AS WAS WELL OBSERV’D, OUR TORMENTS 
S. | MAY. 





Wonderful Amendment! A beautiful Line 
this, {trong Senfe, and highly poetical. 


VIII. 652 
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VIII. 652. So parted they; the Angel up to [leav’n, 
From the thick Shade, and Adam to bis Bow’r. 


The Doétor, inftead of the latter of thefe 


two Lines, chufes to put this of his own. 
Adam ro RUMINATE ON PAST Discourse. 


Now, to fay nothing at all of the Line itfelf, 
J can’t perceive the leaft Occafion ior any Alte- 
ration in this Place; but our Editor’s Reafon, if 
1 apprehend him right, feems to be this. After 
the Converfation was ended between the Angel 
and Adam in the Bower, it may well be prefum’d 
that our firft Parent waited on his heavenly 
Gucft at his departure to fome little Diftance 
from it, ’till he began to take his Flight towards 
Heaven; and if fo, our judicious Critic thinks 
the Poet cow’d not with propriety fay, that the 
Angel parted from the thick Shade, that is, the 
Bower, to go to Heaven. But if Adam attended 
the Angel no farther than the Door or En- 
trance of the Bower; then he asks this fhrewd 
Queftion, How 4dam cou’d return to his Bower, 
if he was never out of it? This mutt be allow’d 
to be very curious and very profound; and of 
this kind are moft of the Remarks and Cri- 
ticifms in the Doétor’s Notes. 

I fhall only add two Lines more, which the 
Doctor has given us inftead of Mritron’s two 
laft, to conclude the. Poem with. 


Thefe are MiLTow’s, 
They hand in hand with wand’ring Steps and flow, 
Through Eden took their folitary Way. 


Thefe 
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Thefe the Doétor’s, 


THEN HAND IN HAND WITH /ocialSTEPs THEIR 
| Way 
TuHroucH Eden took, with Heav'nly Comfort 
[ cheer’d 


Here I greatly fufpect fome foul Play. Either 
the Correétor of the Prefs, the Printer or Book- 
feller certainly made, or at leatt added thefe two 
Lines without our Editor’s Privity, and wou'd 
impofe them upon the World for his. For 
befides feveral other Reafons that might be given 
to juftify this Sufpicion, ’tis fufficient to oblerve 
according to his own way of Criticifing, I. 625. 
with focial Steps, and in the next Line with 
Heav’nly Comfort, cowd not come from our 
Critic, who never wanted Words; he mutt 
have faid, by Heav’nly Comfort, which is much 
better. 

I have now given the Reader Specimens of 
every kind of Correction, which our Editor 
has made in this Edition of Mriton; they are 
in all above a Thoufand: And if without the 
help of a Manufcript, he has been able to give 
us this Poem as it was firft dictated by the Au- 
thor, his Sagacity muft be allow’d to be Nery 
great, and his Coweétures very happy indeed. 
But however, if it be not now in every Refpeét, 
as Minton himfelf defign’d it, ’tis at leaft what 
our Critic thinks, he ought to have made it. 

I will not prefume to give my own Fudgment 
on this whole Performance; but if that of others, 
who are much better Judges than my felf may 
be relied on; the Doétor has made many more 
Faults then he has mended; they plainly fay, that 
FEBRUARY 1732, I his 
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his Criticifms favour much more of the Pedant 
than the Poet, that his Notes are generally 
trifling and impertinent, and that whatever his 
Skill and Judgment may be in other things, he 
himfelf has made it evidently appear that he has 
not the /eaft Tafte of Poetry. ‘They further fay, 
that as the Doétor has taken a great deal of Pains 
to pick out the Faults, and expofe the Blemifhes 
of this Divine Poem, he ought in juftice to 













































| 
have endeavour’d, as far as he was able, to point § 
out and fet in a full Light, the many Beauties 
and Excellencies of it; which are more and l 
greater, perhaps, thanare to be foundin any other FF © 
Poem whatever; and that if he now and then " 
happen’d to meet with a flip of Inadvertency, F ” 
or a Line lefs beautiful.and perfect than the reft, FP &' 
he fhou’d have remembet’d what Horace fays, fa 
—Ubi plura nitent in Carmine, non ego paucis 
Offendor maculis. 
—Opere in longo fas eft obrepere Somnum. 
Quandoque bonus dormitat HoMERUS. L 
€ 
Our learned Editor fays in his Preface, ne 
pe ; platy 
—Sunt €f mibi Carmina, me quoque dicunt My 
Vatem Paftores; fed non ego credulus illis. ™_ 
; fail 
that is, that he has Verfes of his own making, Band 
and that, though fome People tell him he is a Phir} 
Poet, yet he does not believe them. As to his Brio, 





Talent at Verfification, he has now given the 
World fome Specimens of it, by which they 
will be able to judge of his great Poetical Abi- F 
lities; and that fome of his Creatures fhou’d en- 
deavour to perfuade him that he really has /uch, 


is highly probable, fince no great or proud Man 
is 
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is without his Flatterers; but if the Doétor did 
not in reality believe them, why did he prefume 
to undertake what even a Dryden or a Pope wou’d 
have declin’d? Nay, what no Man living, un- 
aflifted by Divine Infpiration, cou’d ever expect 
to perform? However, it may be faid in the 
Doéter’s behalf, that this was not his own vo- 
luntary Undertaking ; for he tells us in another 
Place, won injuffa cecini. But whoever encourag’d 
him to it, no doubt did it with the fame kind 
Intention that Dryden perfuaded Creech to under- 
take a Tranflation of Horace. And though he 


» feems a little Apprehenfive of the Cenfure he 


nay expect to incur for his Prefumption; yet he 


comforts himfelf both in Latin and Greek, and 
» fays, Facia eft Alea. 


Tag’ écotzs x) amos, 
Oi} xé Arse 3 unniste Zev 
e Le TUMGEOT, LAISe } unTicTe Zev. 


Wherefore to conclude this Difcourfe, the 
Length of which ’tis hoped the Reader will 


-excufe, becaufe it was fcarce poflible to give a 
atisfactory Account of this new Edition of 
\Mriron in a lefs Compafs, I fhall only fay, that 
sfor the time to come, our learned Editor cannot 
pfail of being as much renown’d for his fine Tafte 
and critical Skill in Englifh Poetry, as he has 


hitherto been for his good Nature, polite Beha- 
viour, humble Modetty, and /ixgular Alumanity. 





ARTICLE X. 





























AN Luguiry ito the Evidence of the n 
Chrifttan Religion. By a Lady, Lon- b 
don: Printed for William Innys, at : 
the Weft-End of St. Paul’s. 1732. mm fu 
Svo. pagg. 148. pl 

ve 

, Is . i cia Oa de 

7FXIS no finall Satisfaction, methinks, in bi 

thefe licentious and apoftat Times, when G 

Reiigion is fo much out of Fafhion, to fee a eri 

Lady rife up and write in its Defence. This, I vil 

hope is a good Omen, that portends fomething is 

better than what the general Corruption and a 

Iniquity of the Age have long given us too much bel; 

Reafon to apprehend. If the Ladies in general z 

cou’d be prevail’d on to read this Book with bel; 

Attention, they wou’d not fail of being convinc’d y. 

by it, of the Truth and Excellency of Religion;— oa. 

and being fo convine’d themfelves, it might bef - 





hoped, they may be able.by their Example, to 
retrieve its Credit, and bring it again into Vogue 
I don’t recommend the Reading of this Book to 
the Ladies only, becaufe it was written by } 
Lady, but becaufe, I think, we have no Perfor 
mance on the fame Subject that is fo fhort, an 
at the fame Time fo ftrong, perfpicuous, an 
convincing. It wou’d be no difhonour to th 

reateft Divine to be thought its Author, and! 
will be too hard a Task for the fubrleft Few, ° 
mo! 
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moft learned Deiff ever to anfwer it. The Au- 
thor modefily calls it, An Enguiry , z ly the Evi- 
dence of the Chriflian Religion but it may be 
juttly ftil’d, a full and clear Defence, both of 
natural and reveal’d Religion. The Method and 
Manner of deducing one ‘Truth from another, 
is likewife natural and very much to be admir’d. 
For having in the four firft Sc@ions, given us 
feveral Definitions, and laid down feveral unde- 
niable Propofitions; the Author thinks it proper 
before Enquiry be made whether acertain fuppos’d 
Being has reveal’d himfelf, to confider whethe 

we have Reafon to believe that there is really 
fuch a Being. And this leads our Author to 
prove the Exiftence of a God, which fhe does 
very fully and plainly @ priori, from the Confi- 
deration of the Exiftence of Things. After our 
ingenious Author has fully prov’d the Being of a 
God, the from thence fairly deduces all his At- 
tributes, his Wildom, Power, Juftice, Good- 
nefs, fc. and that he is a Being that always acts 
according to Reafon and the Fitnels of Things, 

or that he is a perfect Being. That whoever 

believes there is no fuch Being, mutt believe there 
is an Effeét without a Caute, that is, he mutt 
believe Impoffibilities or Ccntisditiions. And 
whoever does not act agreeably to this Belief, 

acts direétly contrary to Reafon and a Fitnefs of 

Things. 

Our Author having prov’d the Exiftence of 
God and all the divine Attributes, proceeds in 
the next Place to deduce from thence all the Du- 
ties of natural Religion, that is to fay, what we 
owe to ourfelves, to all the Creatures below us, 
to thofe of our own Species, and to our Creator ; 
and at the fame Time, fhews that what is our 
Duty is likewife our Happinefs. But then from 

I 3 the 
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the Confideration that Virtue is not always re- 
warded in this World, as well as from the Na- 
ture and Powers of Man, our Author fhews the 
Reafonablenefs of expecting a future Strate. 

Having proceeded thus tar, our Author’s next 
Step, previous to any fearch into the Evidence of 
a pretended Revelation, is to enquire if it be 
rational to expect that God will reveal himfelf. 
And here fhe fhews there is no Objection againft 
a Revelation, from a Confideration of the Nature 
of Man, but the contrary; for we find Man- 
kind, notwithftanding their Reafon, often falling 
fhort of Happinefs, ignorant of natural Du- 
ties, and of the means to Happinefs, or which is 
worlt of all, not practifing what they know. 
In the next Place, fhe proves that from the 
Attributes of God, there arifes no Argument 
againft a Revelation, becaufe if it was not un-~ 
worthy the Divine Being to create, it appears 
not to be unworthy of him to direét, take care 
of, and govern; neither does it appear difagreea- 
ble to God’s Attributes, for him to inftrué 
Mankind in their natural Duties, or to affift them 
in the Performance of them; poflibly God ma 
make farther Manifeftations of himfelf, to bind 
Mankind fafter to their Duty, he may give new 
Motives to our Obedience, find means which 
may help to be a fecurity to our Virtue, or con- 
trive Methods for our Happinefs which human 
Reafon never cou’d invent. We cannot fay, 
continues our Author, that God cannot or will 
not do this or more; and as it does not appear 
unfuitable to his Nature for him to affift us, from 
his Goodnefs we have fufficient Grounds to hope 
that he wi//. 


This 
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This ingenious Lady, having thus fhew’d 


that a Revelation is neither unfuitable to the 
Attributes of God, or the Nature of Man, 
gives in the next Place a fhort but full Anfwer 
to all that has been advanced to the contrary, 
by the Author of Chriffianity as old as the Crea- 
tion, and then proceeds to the main Point in 
Queftion, that is to fay, to enquire what Evi- 
dence we have, that the Chriftian Religion is a 
divine Revelation. And here in the firit Place, 
fays our Author, it is worthy of God, and 
fuitable to his Nature, and agreeable to that 
Scheme of natural Religion which we have 
already founded on the Attributes of the Deity; 
but this alone fhe thinks not fufficient Proof, 
becaufe it does not follow, that becaufe it is 
worthy of God, that therefore it is his Reve- 
lation; and therefore thinks it the beft way 
to confider, that fuppofing God wou’d reveal 
himfelf, what Proof we may rationally expect 
him to give us of fuch a Revelation; and that 
is, fuch an Evidence as is fufficient to determine 
the rational Affent of all thofe to whom it 1s 
communicated, as well thofe who live after, 
as thofe who live at the Time when it 1s 
communicated. The Chriftian Religion there- 
fore being of this fort, it is reafon: able to ex- 
pect that the Supreme Being thou'd give Man- 
kind Evidence of it, after the fame Manner that 
he gave them Evidence of his Exiftence and 
Attributes, that is, in bis Works. For as the 
Exiftence of Things, and the conftant, regular 
and uniform Laws by which Bodies move or 
reft, are a Proof of an eternal, intelligent, &c. 
Being, fo a change in thefe Laws wou’d be 
an undeniable Evidence of his Will; and as no 
Being can change his Laws without his Confenr, 

I 4 and 
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and as he cannot confent they fhou’d be 
chang’d to give Evidence to Falfhood, it fol- 
lows, that a change in thefe Laws, which we 
call a Miracle, is full Evidence that what is 
deliver’d came from him. 

After this, in order to prove that the Pro- 
mulgation of the Gofpel was attended with, 
and confirm’d by Miracles, our admir’d Author 
examines, 1/7, Whether thole pretended Facts were 
Changes in the Laws of Nature. And 2dly, 
whether there ever really were fuch Faéts. 
The firft our Author makes plain by an in- 
duction of particulars. The Laws of Nature, 
fays fhe, were chang’d, when the Sick, Lame, 
Blind, Deaf and Dumb, were cur’d by the {peak~- 
ing of a Word: The Laws of Nature were 
chang’ d when Peter walk’d upon the Sea: The 
Laws of Nature were chang’d when Fe/us 
rais\d Lazarus from the Dead by the {peaking 
of a Word: The Laws of Nature were chang’d 
when Ye/us fhew’d himfelf alive after his Cruci- 
fixion: The Laws of Nature were chang’d when 
Perfons fpoke Languages they never learnt. 
3dly, That there really were fuch Faéts, our 
Author proves, becaufe the Perfons who relate 
them were Eye-witneffes of them, and fo cou’d 
not be deceived themfelves; and were likewife 
Men of Integrity who wou’d not deceive others ; 
and befides that, it was contrary to their Intereft 
to deceive, fince Perfecution and Death were the 
Confequence of the Impofture, if it was one. 
And what yet ftrengthens the Evidence that 
thefe Perfons were not Deceivers, is the great 
Number of them; and indeed confidering the 
nature of Mankind, their defire of Life, averfion 
to Pain, and love of Pleafure, ’tis no lefs than 
Demon- 
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Demontftration, that thefe Perfons did nut die to 
maintain a Cheat. 

But, continues our Author, we have not only 
the Teftimony of thefe Perfons for the Truth of 
the Faéts, but we have likewife other collateral 
Evidence and Circumtlances. 

Thus they who difpute about the Fadts, and, 
pretend that they were not true Miracles, ac- 
knowledge the Faéts, and {o do they who afcribe 
them to diabolical Power; fo that here is the 
Teftimony of Enemies. 

Again, the pretended Facts were of fuch a 
Nature, and had fuch lafting, vifible Effects, 
that every Body who liv’d at the Time when 
they were pretended to be done, had oppor- 
tunity to inform himielf concerning the Truth 
of them. Further, that no Inftances of Cheat 
and Impofture have ever been found with regard 
to thofe Facts, and likewile the great number 
of Converts to Chriffianity, inthe Time of the 
Apoftles, are {trong Evidences on the fide of the 
Faé&ts. I cannot therefore conclude this Head 
better than in the Words of ourexcellent Author. 
*¢ IT now, fays fhe, but put the Chriftian Hifto- 
““ ry, as to Evidence, equal with other Difto- 
** ries, which we every Day receive as true ones, 
“© and act upon the Suppofition of their being fuch ; 
** but we may fairly carry the Argument farther, 
“¢ and fay, that we have no Hittory which bas 
“ fuch Teftimony, which was deliver’d and 
“© witnefs’d by fo many Perfons, prefent at, and 
© concern’d in the Facts which 5 deliver and 
“© bear Teftimony to; where the Hiilorians and 
“© Witneffes gave fuch Evidences of their In- 
“© tegrity, and which, befides, is confirm’d by 
*¢ fo many collateral E vidences. 


Ou: 
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Our judicious Author, having thus eftablith’d 
the Truth and Certainty of the Chriftian Reli- 
gion; in the laft place anfwers feveral Objections 
that are made againft it, particularly by the Jews ; 
and after that makes this curious Remark; that 
in a Difpute betwixt a Few and a Chriftian, who 
both acknowledge the Divinity of the Old 
Teftament, the Chriflian Evidence, the Evidence 
that Fe/us is the Alefiah increafes with Time, 
and confequently the ‘Yewi/h Caufe grows every 
day worfe and worfe. And as by the Confeffion 
of the ‘ews, their Prophecies are unfulfill’d, if 
not fulfill’d in e/us, they have every day more 
reafon than other to believe that they are fulfill’d 
in him, or elfe that they are an Impofture. 

On the other Hand every independent Argu- 
ment for the Divinity of the Few7/> Religion is 

a Proof of Chriflianity. 

As to the Deiff, continues our Author, the 
Evidence to him that Jefus is the Me/fiah, the 
Perfon he pretended to be, in fhort is this: Ze- 
fus appears, and teaches a Doétrine worthy of 
God, and works Miracles to confirm his di- 
vine Miffion. Whilft then %e/us’s Miracles are 
not invalidated, he has a Right to be receiv’d as 
a Perfon fent from God. But he alfo pretends 
to fulfil Prophecies, and to be fpoken of in a 
certain Book; by this Book then which he 
appeals to, he muft be try’d, and if it appears 
that he makes an impoifible Claim, he is to 
be rejected. But no fooner is this examin’d, 
but we find that he does not make an impof- 
fible Claim; on the Contrary, fuch a Perfon 
as he appears to be, is exactly defcrib’d and 
foretold in this Book. So that we further find 
he has likewife the higheft Evidence of Pro- 


phecy. 
And 
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And if any Doubt yet remains, concerning 
the Meaning of any Texts, it muft be remem- 
ber’d that a poflible Senfe, fupported by Mi- 
racle end Prophecy, ought to be receiv’d before 
any other whatioever. 
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ARTICLE XI. 


DisserTaTiIones Phyfico- Mathematica, 
partim antea editz in Actis Philofophi- 
cis Londinenfibus, jam auctiores & 
emendatiores, partim nunc primim 
impreflz, Auctore Johanne Jurin, 


M.D. Colleg. Medic. Londin. & Reg. 
Societ. Socio, in Nofocomio Thome 
Guy, Arm. Medico, olim Colleg. Tri- 
nit, apud Cantabrigienfes Sodale. Lon- 
dini: Impenfis Gulielmi Innys, in area 
occidentali D. Pauli. 1732. 


That is, 


Puystco-MatHematicaL ‘“Differtations ; 
fome of which were formerly printed in 
the Philofophical Tranfaétions, but are 
here enlarg’d and improv'd, and the reft 
now jirft publifh'd. By Dr. James 
Jurin, Fellow of the College of Phy/fi- 


Ciails, 
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cians, and of the Royal Society, Phy- 


fician to Guy’s Hofpital, and formerly 
of Trinity College zn Cambridge. Lon- 
don: Printed for William Innys, at 
the Weft-Eud of St. Paul’s, 1732. in 


8vO. Pagg. 127. 


HE ingenious Dr. Furin, fo well known 

and efteem’d by the learned World. for 
his curious Experiments and indefatigable Pains 
in promoting natural Knowledge, has in this 
Book oblig’d the Publick with nine of his 
Differtations on various Subjects. 


1. Concerning the Caufe of Waters being 
fufpended in {mall Tubes. 

2. Concerning the Aétion of Glafs-Tubes 
upon Water and Quickfilver. 

3. An Anfwer to fome Doubts propos’d by 
the famous George Bernhard Bulifinger, in the 
Commentaries of the Royal Academy of Sciences 
at Petersburgh, Tom. II. concerning the Theory 
laid down and explain’d by our Author in the 
two former Differtations. 

4. Concerning the Motion of running Wa- 
ters. 

sy. A Defence of the foregoing Differtation, 
againft the Remarks of the famous Peter Anthony 
Michelott:. 

6. Concerning the Strength and Force of the 
Heart. 

7. An Anfwer to the Objections of the learn- 
ed Dr. Fames Keil, againft the foregoing Difler- 
tation. 
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8. Concerning the fpecifick Gravity of hu- 
man Blood. 

9. Concerning the Force or Power that moves 
Bodies. 












It is to be obferv’d here, that only the 
third and ninth of thefe Differtations feem now 
to be firft publifh’d, the other feven having been 
formerly printed at different Times in the Philo- 
fophical Tranfattions. For which reafon it is not 
neceflary to fay any thing further concerning 
them. However, I cannot forbear mentioning 
fix curious Problems which are to be found in 
the fourth Differtation. 













1. To find out the Motion of the Air in its 
return out of the Lungs. 

2. To determine the Jmpetus or Impreffion 
that is made upon che internal Surface of the 
Lungs, by the Air, in Expiration. 

3. To determine the Blood’s Jmpetus in the 
Vena Cava, near the right Auricle of the Heart, 
or its Motion through all the Arteries and Veins 
of the Body, the Pulmonary Vein and Artery 
only excepted. 

4. To determine the abfolute Motion of the 
Blood in the Vena Cava, or its Motion through 
all the Arteries and Veins, except the Pulmozary, 
fuppofing there be no Refiftance at all from the 
Veffels. 

s. To find out the Bloods Motion in the 
Pulmonary Vein near the left Auricle of the 
Heart, or the Motion of the whole Mals in its 
Paffage through the Lungs. 

6. To define the abfolute Momentum of the 
Blood in the Pulmonary Vein. 
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HE ingenious Dr. Yurin, fo well known 
and efteem’d by the learned World. for 
his curious Experiments and indefatigable Pains 
in promoting natural Knowledge, has in this 
Book oblig’d the Publick with nine of his 
Differtations on various Subjects. 









1. Concerning the Caufe of Waters being 
fufpended in {mall Tubes. 

2. Concerning the Aétion of Glafs-Tubes 
upon Water and Quickfilver. 

3. An Anfwer to fome Doubts propos’d by 
the famous George Bernhard Bulifinger, in the 
Commentaries of the Royal Academy of Sciences 
at Petersburgh, Tom. II. concerning the Theory 
laid down and explain’d by our Author in the 
two former Differtations. 

4. Concerning the Motion of running Wa- 
ters. 

sy. A Defence of the foregoing Differtation, 
againft the Remarks of the famous Peter Anthoiy 
Michelottt. 

6. Concerning the Strength and Force of the 
Heart. 

7. An Anfwer to the Objections of the learn- 
ed Dr. Fames Keil, againft the foregoing Difler- 
tation. 
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8. Concerning the fpecifick Gravity of hu- 


man Blood. . 
9. Concerning the Force or Power that moves 
Bodies. 








It is to be obferv’d here, that only the 
third and ninth of thefe Differtations feem now 
to be firft publifh’d, the other feven having been 
formerly printed at different Times in the Philo- 
fophical Tranfattions. For which reafon it is not 
neceflary to fay any thing further concerning 
them. However, I cannot forbear mentioning 
fix curious Problems which are to be found in 
the fourth Differtation. 












1. To find out the Motion of the Air in its 
return out of the Lungs. 

2. To determine the Jmpetus or Impreffion 
that is made upon che internal Surface of the 
Lungs, by the Air, in Expiration. 

3. To determine the Blood’s Jmpetus in the 
Vena Cava, near the right Auricle of the Heart, 
or its Motion through all the Arteries and Veins 
of the Body, the Pulmonary Vein and Artery 
only excepted. 

4. To determine the abfolute Motion of the 
Blood in the Vena Cava, or its Motion through 
all the Arteries and Veins, except the Pulmozary, 
fuppofing there be no Refiftance at all from the 
Veffels. 

s. To find out the Bloods Motion in the 
Pulmonary Vein near the left Auricle of the 
Heart, or the Motion of the whole Malfs in its 
Paffage through the Lungs. 

6. To define the abfolute Momentum of the 
Blood in the Pulmonary Vein. 
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What this Author has made appear in his 
eighth Differtation concerning the fpecifick 
Gravity of human Blood, deferves likewile a 
particular Mention. 

The Blood, ’ti¢ well known, confifts of two 
kind of Parts, the one Red and Globular, and 
the other Serous or Watery; thefe, though they 
differ in Colour, Confiftence and Gravity, yet 
fo long as the Blood continues warm, and cit- 
culates within its Veffels, feem to make but one 
uniform, homogeneous Body; but whenever the 
Blood is let out of the Body, thofe different 
Parts feparate of their own accord one from the 
other, and become then two very different 
Bodies, one of which is the Craffamentum, and 
the other the Serum. Now it has been generally 
thoughr, till our learned Author prov’d the con- 
trary by feveral curious Experiments, that the 
ferous Part of the Blood was fpecifically heavier 
than the other. For according to Experiments 
made by the Honourable Mr. Boyle, the f{pecifick 
Gravity of the Serum of the Blood, compar’d 
with Water, was as 1190 to 1000, but that of 
the Bleod itfelf only as 1040 to 1000. 

But our Author has by a great number of 
Experiments, found out, that the Craf/amentum, 
or red globular Part of the Blood is fpecifically 
heavier than the Serum. Their different {pecifick 
Gravities, as they were difcover’d by our Author, 
are thus. The Serum i1o30. The Blood itfelf, 
when warm, I0oft, when cold, loss. The 
Craffamentum or Globular athe 1126. From 
whence it appears very plainly, befides what our 
Author has prov’d from further Experiments, 
that thofe little globules of Blood cannot be, as 
has been fuppos’d, little Shells or Bladders fll’d 

with 
I 








WwW 


i 












Art. 12. the Republick of Letters, 139 


with Air, or with any other fubtle e/a/ic Matter 
of a like Nature. 





ARTICLE XIL 


Marmorum Arundellianorum, Seldenia- 
noruni, aliorumque, Academiz Oxo- 
nienfi donatorum; cum variis Comen- 
tariis & Indice, fecunda Editio. Lon- 
dini: Typis Guliclmi Bowyer, in 
e744. 


That is, 


4 Second Epition of the Arundel Mar- 
bles, with thofe of Mr.Selden and 
others, given to the “University of Ox- 
ford; wzth feveral Commentaries and 
an Index. London: Printed by Wil- 
liam Bowyer, 1732. 7 folio pagg. 
667. including the Index. 


‘HE Marmora Arundelliana, were firft 
publifh’d by the great Selden, above an 
hundred Years ago. In the Year 1676. the 
Marmora Oxonienfia came out, which befides the 
Arundel Marbles, contain’d {uch as had been pre- 
fented to the Univerfity by Mr. Se/den and feveral 
other munificent Benefactors. ‘The learned Mr. 
Maittaire , 
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Maittaire has now publifh’d a Second Edition of 
that Work, which, will doubtlefs, be very ac- 
ceptable to all the learned World, particularly to 
all lovers of Antiquity; that Gentleman’s great 
Abilities for fuch an undertaking being univerfally 
known and acknowledg’d. In this Edition the 
Reader will find firft of all the Greek Infcriptions, 
together with the Appendix, then the Latiz, and 
afterwards four Hebrew, all in large Capital Let- 
ters. After this there is the Greek Text again in 
a lefs Character, with a Latin Tranflation by 
Selden, Prideaux, and Price. Pag. 1. to 99. 

In the next Place, follow entire Differtations 
or Comments of learned Men, all apart by them- 
felves, as 1. Selden’s Commentari ies, from Pag. 
99.to 197. 2. Price’s Notes on the third Mar- 
ble, from Pag. 197. to 200. 3. Palmerias’s 
Notes and Supplements to the firft Marble, from 
Pag. 200. to 222. 4. Lydiat’s Annotations up- 
on the fame, from Pag. 222.to 295. 5. Mar- 
foam’s Commentaries on the fifty eight firft 
Epocha’s of the fame Marble, from’ Pag. 29F. to 
309. 6. Prideaux’s perpetual Commentary on 
the Marbles, from Pag. 309. to fog. 7. Some 
Notes of Reinefius 1 upon the Marbles, from Pag. 
yoo. to 524. 8. Sponius’s Notes on fome of the 
Marbles, from Pag. 524. to 727. 9. Chifbull’s 
Notes on the third Masble, from Pag. £27. to 
$32. 10. Colleétions from Simith’s Epiftie con- 
cerning the —_ Churches of A/a, ‘from Pag. 
$32. to £33. _ Other Colleétions from Bent- 
ley’s Difration on Phalaris’s Epiftles, from Pag. 
$33. to s4o. . Maffer’s Tranflation of the 
firft ee fecond sie into Stalian with Notes, 
from Pag. ¢40. to 549. Laftly, Dodwell’s Chro- 
nological Tables on the firft Marble, from Pag. 


549. £0 F¥ 35. 
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After fuch various Comments, by , nany 

earned Men, our Editor thinks he might very 
weil have put an end to the Work here, and 
ane excus’d from any further trouble; buat ha- 
ving engapg’d himfelf by Promife in his Propofal, 
he Te given us fome Conjectures and Remarks 
of his own, as well upon the Comments of 
thofe learned Men before mention’d, as upon the 
Marbles themfelves, from Pag. $73. to 60F. 
Befides which, he has added a very copious In- 
dex, both of Things and Words, with fhort 
Notes frequently interfpers’d, from Pag. 6of. to 
667. 

As to the Order in which the Marbles are 
placed in this Edition, our Editor has not 
thought it neceflary to keep to the fame that 
was obferv’d in the “Oxford d Lidition, where they 
were plac’d ; according to the Order in which 
they {tood in their Repofitory near the Theatre ; 
but flnce they have been remov’d from thence to 
a more commodious Place, he judges it beft to 
come, as near as poffible, to the Method us’d by 
Selden, Gruter and others, who have fhew’d their 
skill and Dexterity in rec vering and adjuiting 
Curiofities of this Kind. 

Our Editor further informs us, that both in 
the Greek and Latin Marbles, where there are 
Statues or Higures, either with, or without In- 
{criptions, they are all plac’d 12 ft; and thofe 
statues and Figures are engrav’d a new, with the 
Addition of two that were before om itted. 


FEBRUARY 1732. 





















































































































ARTICLE XIII. 
Arcrsron: Or, The Minute Philofopher, 


an feven Dialogues ; containing an Apo- 
logy for the Chriftian Religion, againft 
thofe who are calld Freethinkers, in 
twoVolumes in vo, London: Printed 
for Jacob Tonfon zz the Strand, 1732, 
Vol. I. contains pag. 350. Vol. IL. pag. 
358. zucluding An Effay towards a 
new Theory of Vifion, firft publifh'd 
1% 1709. 






















HIS Apology comes forth very feafona- 

bly, to put a {top to the general run of 
the Age towards Sceptici{m and Infidelity; and 
will be of fingular ufe, if not to cure the Infeét- 
ed, yet at leaft to hinder the Contagion from 
fpreading further. By a minute Philofopber, our 
Author means the very fame that is commonly 
underftood by a Free-thinker; which is a Name 
that a particular Set of Men affume to them- 
felves, who have the leaft Pretence to it, fince 
every impartial Enquirer after Truth may very 
properly be call’d a Free-thinker; nor can any 
Man think .too freely, who makes Truth his 
only Aim, anda right ufe of Reafon his Guide. 
Our Author therefore taking the Name of Free- 
thinkers 
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thinkers to be not only improper, but likewife too 
general and indefinite, inafmuch as it compre- 
hends all thofe who think for themfelves, whe- 
ther they agree in Opinion with thefe Gentlemen 
or no, thought it not amifs to affign them a new 
and f{pecific Appellation. And this Name, he 
tells us, he borrow’d from Tully, who calls certain 
Pretenders to Philofophy in his Days who taught 
that the Soul of Man was Mortal, minute Phi- 
lofophers. Now this Name, no doubt, admira- 
bly fuits a Seét of diminutive Pretenders to Rea- 
fon in our Days; who diminifh all the moft 
valuable Things, the Thoughts, Views and 
Hopes of Men; who reduce all the Notions and 
Knowledge of the Mind to Senfe; contract and 
degrade human Nature, to the narrow low Stan- 
dard of animal Life, and aflign us only a {mall 
Pittance of Time inftead of Immortality. 

Our Author gives a very full and particular 
Account of the Principles and Praétices of thefe 
Philofophers. Some of their Principles are 
thefe: That there is no God nor Providence: 
That Man is as the Beafts that perifh: That his 
Happinefs, as theirs, confifts in obeying animal 
Inftinéts, Appetites and Paffions: That all Scings 
of Confcience, and Senfe of Guilt, are Pre- 


judices of Education: That Religion is a State 


Trick: That Vice is beneficial to the Publick: 
That the Soul of Man is corporeal, and diflolves 
like a Flame or Vapour: That Man is a Machine 
actuated according to the Laws of Motion; that 
confequently he is no Agent or Subject of Guilts 
and that a wife Man will make his own particular 
individual Intereft in this prefent Life, the Rule 
and Meafure of all his Aétions. All thefe our 
Author has fully confuted, and fhewn, that thefe 
and all other their Principles, are inconfiftent 
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with the Welfare and Happinefs of particular 
Men in this World, detrimental to the publick 
Good, and even detindiine of civil Society. 
He gives us likewife feveral Inftances of particular 
Perlons, fome of whom ruin’d their Eftates, 
others their Health and Reputation; fome that 
betray’d their Friends, fome that murder’d them- 
felivess and — that murder’d others, in Con- 
fequence of thete fine Principles. “* The great 
a Puilofophers. ad former Age S fays he, made 
“ it their Endeavour to ratfe died refine human 
“© Kind, and remove it as far as poflible trom the 
aa Brute ; to moderate and fubdue Mens Ay pe- 
** tites; to remind them of the Dignity of th 
= piegeond to awaken and improve their S supe- 
“ rior Fac aculties, and dire& them to the nobleft 
* Obed ts; to poffefs Men’s Minds with a high 
‘© Senfe of the Divinity, of the fupreme Good, 
“© and the fombstality of the Soul. They took 
‘¢ oreat Painsto ftrengthen the Obligations to Vir- 
** tue, and upon all thofe Subjects have wrought 
& out noble Theories, and treated them with 
“ fingular Force of Reafon. But our minute 
“© Philofophers act the Reverfe of all other wife 
“ and thinking Men; it being their End and 
“© Aim to erafe the Principles of all that is great 
** and good from the Minds of Men; to un- 
“© hinge all order of civil Life; to undermine 
“‘ the Foundations of Morality, and initead of 
“¢ improving and ennobling our Natures, to 
“ bring us down to the Maxims and way of 
“< T hink ing of the moft uneducated and barbarous 
" Nations, and even to degrade human Kind to 
“6 a Level with a Beafts. And all the while 
“© they wou’d pafs upon the World for Men of 
“© deep Knowledge. But in effect, what is all 
“ this negative Knowledge better than down- 
. right 
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right favage Ignorance? ‘That there is no 
“6 God, no Prov nidence, no future State, no mo- 
“ ral Duty: Truly a fine Syitem for an honefl 


ak 


iVian to own, or an ingeniou s Man to value 


a+ bw ee 


nor fp eak m of the Character and 


* 
Learning of thefe G ain ven, and of the Origin 
f his new Philofo aie faysy that tho’ he wil 
10t pretend to characterize the whole Sect, yct 


that he nie who have faile nin his way, have been 
moftly raw Men of Pleafure, old Shasnes in 
Bufinefs, or a third fort of lazy Sciolilts, who are 


neither Men of Bulineis, nor Men of Speculati- 
on, but fet up for Judges or Critics in all kit ds, 


without havin g made ¢ Progrefs in any. ‘That 
c rt . .. = - A 43 e 

few of them fread thenilelves with the learned 
Languages, reacing old Authors, or ever go 


thro ugh any regular methodical way of St udy : 
That inftead of T hought and Study, moft /yeéc- 
ihiwkers ave the Pi -ofelytes of a drinking Club; 
their Principles are often fettled, and Decifions 


€ 


on the deepeft Points made, when they are not 
fit to make a Bargain; that their ercatett Im 
provements are pick ‘dup in Drawing- Shoot or 
at Affemblies, at a Chocolate-Houfe, or Groom 
Poster’s. In fuch Places as thefe our young 
Gentry and Nobility imbibe Knowledge infenfi- 
bly amidft their Dive: ‘tions, a 
ble Progrefs in very little Time. Qur Author 


\ue 


and m ee a coniy 


oolerves, that the min ute Philofophers have a 
rong Party among the Petits Maitres, and fine 
Ladies, thofe proto nd Judges of fublime and 
mydterious Truths. Hhd, fays he, there is no- 
thing {o dogmatical and inconvincibdle as one of 
thefe _ Thing; Sy W hen it fets up for Free-think- 


— 


wg. But be thele Profeffors of the Seét never fo 
dogmatical, their ir Authority mutt needs be finall 
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with Men of Senie: For who wou’d chufe for 
his Guide in the fearch for Truth, a Man whofe 
Thoughts and Time are wholly taken up with 
Dreis, Vifits and Diverfion? Or whofe Educa- 
tion has been behind a Counter, or in an Office? 
Or whole Speculations have been employ’d on 
the Forms of Bufinefs ; who are only well read 
in the Ways and Commerce of Mankind, in 
Stock-jobbing, Purloining, Supplanting, Bri- 
bing? And tho’ the greateft Part of the minute 
Philofophers are Men of this Charaéter, yet con- 
tinues he, Arguments in themfelves of fmall 
Weight, have great Effect, when they are re- 
commended by a miftaken Intereft, when they 
are pleaded for by Paffion, when they are coun- 
tenanced by the Humour of the Age; and above 
all, with fome fort of Men, when they are againft 
Law, Government and eftablifh’d Opinions: 
Things, which as a wife or good Man wou’d 
not depart from without clear Ewidence, a weak 
or a bad Man will affect to difparage on the 
flighte{t Grounds. And where the general Ten- 
dency of a Doétrine is dilagreeable, the Mind is 
prepar’d to relifh and improve every Thing, that 
with the leaft Pretence feems to make againft it. 
Our ingenious Author does not deny, that now 
and then one may meet with a Man of eafy 
Minners, that, without thofe Faults and Affe- 
tations is carry’d into the Party by the meer 
Stream of Education, Fafhion, or Company; 
all which do in this Age prejudice Men againft 
Religion, even thofe who mechanically rail at 
Prejudice. And as for Reafon, which the moft 
Learned amongft them, pretend to lay fuch 
mighty Claim to above other Men, ’tis very plain 
that the Scepticifm and Infidelity of the prefent 
Age are no way owing to it, but either to the 
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Wantor Abufe of it. Andas Men were notat firft 
made Unbeiievers by Reafon, fo neither are they 
to be cured by it. In order to cure a Diftem- 
per, one fhou’d confider what produced it. Had ° 
Men reafon’d themlelves into a wrot ng Opinion, 
one might hope to reafon them out of it. But 
this is not the Cafe, the Infide ‘lity of moft minute 
Philofophers feems an effeét of very different 
Motives from Thought and Reafon; little In- 
cidents, Vanity, Diigutt, Humour, Inclination 
and Affe&tation, with the leatt Affittances from 
Reafon, are often known to make Infidels. Vice, 
Indolence, Faction and [afhion produce minute 
Philofophers; and meer Petulancy not a few. 
Who then can expect a Thing {fo irrational and 
capricious fhou’d yield to Reafon? It m: ay never- 
thelefs, fays our Author, be worth while to ex- 
ofe their Fallacies, if not for their own fake, 
yet for the fake of others; as it may leffen their 
Credit, and prevent the Growth of their Seét, 
by removing a Prejudice in their Favour which 
fometimes inclines orhers as well as themfelves 
to think they have made a Monopoly of human 
Reafon. This learned Writer therefore has not 
only expos’d all their Pretences to it as vain and 
groundlets, but has likewife fhew’d their way of 
reafoning to be fallacious and fophiflical u. “ They 
are guilty, fays he, of a Petitio Principii in 
“¢ taking for granted that we believe Contradi- 
“© ions; of non Cau/a pro Cau/é, in afirming 
“¢ that uncharitable Feuds and Difcords are the 
“¢ Effects of Chriftianity; of Jegnoratio Elenchi, 
‘- in expecting Demonttration, where we pretend 
“ only to Faith. If I was not afraid to offend 
“ the Delicacy of polite Ears, nothing were 
© eafher than to affign Inftances of every kind of 
6 Sophifm employ’d by minute Philofophers 
K 4 “ apaintt 
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agai! mn Religion”. He is further of Opinion, 
that it i ; more eafy to laugh, than to reafon thefe 
ra lemen out of their dard Notions; and In- 
{tances ita Woman of Senie, that reduced two 
ot _ Dy who had long been a Nufance to the 
sourhood, by — her Cue from their 
predominant Affeétations. The one fet up for 
beimg the moit incredulous Man upon Earth, 
the other for the moft unbounded Freedom She 
obferv’d to the Grit, that he who had Credulity 
fufficient to crutt the mott _— : fetes. his 
Lite and Fortune to his Apo en CA d Lawyer, 
ridiculoufly affected the Character ot iibetel te 
by refufiag to truit his Soul, a ‘Vhing, in his 
own Account, Sit 1 a meer . fle, to his Parifh- 
Priett. The other beine a Thing call’d a Beag, 
fhe made Ww. i se nai abtolute a Slave he was in 
point of ‘Dress 3, to him the mott important 
hing in the World, while he was earnet{l ly 


> 
contending for a Liberty of Phinl ky ing, with 
. q . + 
which he never troubled his Head; and how 


much more it congern’d and pried him to 


affert an Independency on Fafhion, and obtain 
5 for his Gewlas, where it was beft qualified 


Scope for 


- 
— 
7h 
oN 
. 
Cc 
e 
. 
e 


to exert itfelf. 

The minute Philofophers, our Author ob- 
ferves, at firit hand are very few, and confider’d 
in them{clves, of little confequence: But t 

their Faith upon them, are 
numerous, and net lefs confident than credulous 3 


7} 7 
OUOWCES Who 


ae ig 


) 
‘on > | 1, ~~ - v eer 5 : we ay 
there being fomething, fays he, in the Air and 
R ef i in Pe bee me es ~ GT ’ ’ « eur 
Manner of thefe fecon eaear P >hilofophers, very 


ee an bon | ruse é \ . ‘4 ee ici cilia anes f : 
apt to duconcert a Alan of Grav ity and Argu- 
|= 
er PSone ore i ; 
ment, and more dificult to be born than the 
| their C yb étions. 
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As to the real Caufe of this {preading Con- 
tazgion, our Author — it may jultly be 
yeckon'd the general neglect of Education, in 
thole who need ic moft, the People of Fafhion. 
For what can be expected, fays he, where thofe 
who sae the moft influer ce have the leatt Senf Qs 
and thofe who are fure to be follow’d, fet the 
worlt Example? Where Youth fo ieaheanh 
are yet fo forward? Where Modefty is efteem’d 
Pufillanimity, and a Deterence to Years, Know- 
ledge, Religion, Laws, want of Senfe and Spi- 
rit? Such untimely Growth of Genius wou’d 
not have been valued or encouraged by the 
wife Men of Antiquity, whole Se: itiments on 
this Point are fo ill {uited to the Humour of our 
Times, that it is to be fear’d modern Ears cou’d 
not bear them. But however ridiculous, con- 
tinues he, fuch Maxims anew feem to our 
Britifo Youth, who are fo capable and fo forward 
to try Experiments, and mend the Conftituri- 
on of their Country; I believe it will be admitted 
by Men of Sente, that if the oie erning Part of 
Mankind, wou’d in thefe Days, for Experiments 
fake, confider themfelves in that old Homerical 
Light, as Paftors of the People, whofe Dary ir 
was to improve their Flock, they wou’d foon 
find that this is to be done, by an Fiducation very 
different from the M: , 
ims than thofe of the minute Philofophy. If 

Youth, fays he, were really inur’d to 
Phought and Reflection, and an Acquaintance 
vith the excellent Writers of Antiquity, we 

hou’d foon fee that licentious Humeur, vulgar 
C3 call’d Frce-thinking, banifh’d from the 
of Gentlemen, together with Ienorance 
Tatte; and their Minds fhou’d at the fame 
ve form’d and accuftom’d to receive Pleafure 


_— — oad ait. 
odern, and otherguets Max- 
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Pain from proper Objects, or which is the fame 
Thing, to have their Inclinations and Averfions 
rightly placed. This, according to Plato and 
Ariftotle, was the sgt muda, the right Edu- 
cation. And thofe who in their own Minds, 
their Health, or their Fortunes, feel the curfed 
Effects of a wrong one; wou’d do well to con- 
fider, they cannot better make amends for what 
was amifs in themfelves, than by preventing the 
fame in their Pofterity. 

Our learned Author is of Opinion, that who- 
ever wou’d convince an Infidel that can be 
brought to Reafon, ought in the firft Place 
clearly to convince him of the Being of a God; 
it feeming to him, that any Man who is really a 
Theiff, cannot be an Enemy to the Chriftian Re- 
ligion; and that the Ignorance or Disbelief of 
this fundamental Point, is that which at Bottom 
conititutes the minute Philofopher. And there- 
fore having clearly explain’d, and fully expos’d 
the Principles and Opinions of this Seét, and 
fhew’d that Vice is not of that Benefit to the 
Nation, which fome Men imagine, and that Virtue 
is highly ufeful to Mankind ; he proves plainly 
and unanfwerably the Exiftence of a God; from 
whence he deduces the reafonablenefs of Divine 
Worfhip, particularly fuch as Chriftianity pre- 
{cribes, and then proves the Truth, Uflefulnefs 
and Excellency of the Chriftian Religion. “ If, 
“© fays he, we admit a Divinity, Why not Di- 
“ vine Worfhip? And if Worfhip, Why not 
“ Religion to teach that Worfhip? And if 
“© a Religion, Why not the Chriftian, if a better 
“ cannot be aflign’d, and it be already eftablifh’d 
“© by the Laws of our Country, and handed 
“ down to us by our Forefathers? Shall we 
‘* believe a God, and not pray to him for future 
“ Benefits, 
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‘¢ Benefits, nor thank him for the paft? Neither 
“ truft in his Proteétion, nor love his Good- 
“© nefs, nor praife his Wifdom, nor adore his 
“© Power? And if thefe things are to be done, 
“¢ can we do them in a way more fuitable to the 
“¢ Dignity of God or Man, than is prefcrib’d by 
“ the Chriftian Religion” ? 

Having prov’d the Being of a God, our Au- 
thor’s Proof of the Truth of the Chriftian Re- 
ligion, is in fhort thus. 

If there be a God, his Authority is on all 
Accounts the beft; whatever therefore comes 
from him, it is moft reafonable to believe. That 
the Chriftian Religion came from God, he 
thinks, Miracles and the Accomplifhment of 
Prophecies, join’d with the Excellency of its 
Doétrine, a fufficient Proof. As to the Miracles, 
we have the fame Proof of them, that we have or 
can have of any Facts done a great way off, and 
along Time ago. We have authentic Accounts 
tran{mitted down to us from Eye-witnefles, 
whom we cannot conceive tempted to impofe 
upon us by any human Motive whatfoever; in- 
afmuch as they acted therein contrary to their 
Interetts, their Prejudices, and the very Prin- 
ciples in which they had been nurs’d and educated. 
Thefe Accounts were confirm’d by the un- 
parallel’d Subverfion of the City of Feru/alem, 
and the Difperfion of the Fewi/h Nation; which 
is a ftanding Teftimony to the Truth of the 
Gofpel, particularly of the Prediétions of our 
bleffed Saviour. Thefe Accounts, within lefs 
than a Century, were fpread throughout the 
World, and believ’d by great numbers of People: 
Thefe fame Accounts were committed to Wri- 
ting, tranflated into feveral Languages, and 
handed down with the fame Refpect ana Con- 
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fent of Chrif (tians in the moft diftant Churches. 
Ancient Faéis are only to be known by Traditi- 
on, or ’ or written; and this latter we may 
divide into two Kinds, private or publick ; 
arasens are kept in the Hands of particular 
Men, or recorded in publick Archives. Now 
all thefe three forts of ‘Tradition concur to atteft 
the genuine Antiquity of the Gofpels: And they 
are ‘ttrengthen’d by collateral Evidence from 
Rites hwaed, Peltiv als obferv’d, and Monu- 
ments erected by ancient Chriftians s, fuch as 
Churches, Baptiltrie and Sepulchres 

Tis ike wie no {mall Proot of the Truth of 
the Chrittian Rel i7iON, that ic fhou’ d be able by 
its own innate 7 cellency, the mighty Force of 
Miracles, and oe Demonitration of the Spirit, 


not only without, bur againtt all worldly Mo- 
tives, to fpread through the NV old, and fubdue 
Men ot ail jianik: § al nd C ditions of Life. Add 
to this, as another Evidence of its Truth, that 
from the &rfi Century nace there was never 
wanting the Peitimony of fuch Me n who wrote 
learnediy in Detence of the Chrittian Religion; 


7 
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: Pais 4 ¢ sa? ei == e fh 
who liv’d many of them, when th e Meme 1y of 


ee } 


f % ct. . 7 1. , } 4 ore 
ri 1}! 4 cin, WT bad Ab i}! itges Ct d iudge, 
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and means to know, and who gave th clearett 
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Proofs of their Conviction and Si acerity. And 
it 


‘t the Apottles and 
i Converts, were themfelves Fews, and 
ght up in a Veneration for the Law of 
Moles, and in all the Prejudices of that People; 
that many Fathers, Chriftian Philofophers, and 
learned A Apologilts for the Faith, who had been 
bred Gentiles, were without doubt imbibed with 
nace of Education: And if the Finger of 
God, a and Force of Truth converted both the 
oye and the other from Fudai/m and Gentilifm in 


fpight 


‘is further to be obferv’d, tha 
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fpight of their Prejudices to Chriftianity, their 
Teltimony muft be allow’d to be fo much the 
ftronger. We have then the Suffr ages of both 
Fews and Gentiles, attefting to the Truth of 
Chriftianity in the earlieft Ages; but to expect 
or defire the Atteftation of yeas or Gentiles, 
remaining fuch, feems wnreafonable; nor can it 
be imagin’d, that the Teftimony of Men, who 
are not converted themfelves, fhou’d be the like- 
lieft to convert others. We have indeed the 
Teftimony of Heathen Writers to prove, That 
about the Time of our Saviour’s Birth, there was 
a general Expectation in the Eaff z a ” Moff ab or 

Prince, who fhou’d found a ng Dominion; 
that there were fuch People as C heitians; : that 
they were cruelly perfecuted and put to Death ; 
that they were innocent and holy in Life and 
Worfhip; and that there did really exift in that 
Time certain Perfons and Fa¢ts mention’d in the 
New Teftament; and this, I think is fufficient 

to convince any reafonable Man. 

Our Author reckons it an invincible Proof of 
the Power and Excellency of the Chriftian Re- 
ligion, that, without the help of Statues, Crowns, 
Triumphal- Arches, or any fuch Rewards and 
Monuments of great Actions, by which the an- 
cient Greeks and Romans were animated to public 
Virtue, it fhou’d be able to infpire a Phle@matic 
Peopie with the nobleft Sentiments, and foften 
the rugged Manners of Northern Boors into 
Gentlenets and Humanity ; and that thefe good 
Qualities fhou’d become National, and rife and 
fall in proportion to the Purity of our Religion, 
as it approaches to, or recedes from the Plan laid 
down in the Gofpel. Befides, fays our Author, 
the Chriftian Religion, confider’d as a Fountain 
of Light, Joy and Peace, as a Source of Faith, 
3 Hope 
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Hope and Charity (and that it is fo, will be 
evident to whoever takes his notion of it from 


the Gofpel) muft needs be a Principle of Hap- J 


pinefs ar Virtue. And he who fees not that the 
deftroying the Principles of good Aétions, mutt 
deftroy the Aétions themfelves, fees nothing. 
To me it feems, continues he, the Man can fee 
neither deep nor far, who is not fenfible of his 
own Mifery, Sinfulnefs and Dependance; who 
does not perceive that this prefent World is not 
defign’d or adaptedto make rational Souls happy ; 
who wou’d not be glad to get into a better Srate, 
and who wou’d not be overjoy’d to find that the 
Road leading thither was the love of God and 
Man, the practifing every Virtue, the living 
reafonably while we are upon Earth, propor- 
tioning our Efteem to the Value ot Things, 
and fo ufing this World as not to abufe it. For 
this is what Chriftianity requires. It neither en- 
joins the Nattinefs of the Cynic, nor the Infen- 


fibility of the Stoic. Can there be a higher | 


Ambition than to overcome the World; or a 
wifer than to fubdue ourfelves; or a more com- 
fortable Doétrine than the Remiffion of Sins; or 
a more joyful Profpect than that of having our 
bafe Nature renew’d and aifimilated to the Deity, 
our being made Fellow-Citizens with Angels and 
Sons of God? Did ever Pythagoreans, Platonifts 
or Stozcs, even in Idea or in Wifh, propofe to the 
Mind of Man purer Means or a nobler End? 
How great a fhare of Happinefs depends upon 
Hope? How totally is this extinguifh’d by the 
minute Philofophy? On the other Hand how is 
it cherifh’d and rais’d by the Gofpel? Let any 
Man, faysour Author, who thinks in earneft, but 
confider thefeThings, and then fay,which he thinks 
deferves beft of Mankind, he who recommends, 
or 
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or he who runs down Chriftianity? Which he 
thinks likelier to lead a happy Lite, to be a hope- 
ful Son, an honeft Dealer, or a worthy Patriot? 
He who fincerely believes the Gofpel, or he who 
believes not one Tittle of it? He who aims at 
being a Child of God, or he who is contented 
to be thought, and to be, one of Epicurus’s 
Hogs? 

Our learned Author having fully made appear 
the Truth and Excellency of the Chriftian Re- 
ligion, in order to ftop the Mouths of Gainfayers, 
and put to filence the Ignorance of unreafonable 
and foolifh Men, gives a full Anfwer to moft, if 
not all the Objections, that are ufually made 
again{t it; particularly to thefe that follow. 


1. From the Variety of Opinions about Relie 
gion, and almoft infinite Pretenfions of Enthue 
fiafts and Impoftors to Intercourfe with Heaven, 
Divine Revelations, and the like. 

2. From the Difficulty if not Impoffibility of 
building divine Faith upon human Teftimony. 

3. From the Uncertainty of the Canon of 
Scripture. 

4. From the fuppos’d bad Language, Style 
and Method of the Holy Scripture. 

s. From the feeming Improprieties, Solecifms 
and Obfcurities in Scripture. 

6. From the falfe Citations in the Gofpel out 
of the old Teftament. 

7. From the fuppos’d Extravagancy of the 
Accounts in Scripture of Apparitions, Devils, 
Miracles, God manifeft in the Flefh, Regene- 
ration, Grace, Self-denial, Refurrection of the 
Dead, €&e. 


8. From 





156 The Prefent State of Art.13. 


8. From the Manner of the Son of God’s 
Appearance in the World, his being born ina 
oor Family, his being {pit upon, buffeted, 
crucified, his living like a Beggar, and dying 
like a Thief. 

9. From the vindictive, froward, whimfic _ 
Behaviour of fome infpir’d Teachers or Pro 
phets. 

10. From the Obfcurity of fome of the Pro- 
phecies of the Old Teftament. 

11. From the Inconfiitency of the Mo/faic 
Hiftory of the Creation with the Chinefe and 
as me Traditions and Accounts of Time. 

. From the great number of Forgeries and 
Herefice that {prung up in the firft and pureft 
Ages of Chriftianity. 

13. From Fofephus’s filence, in not mention- 
ing the Character, Miracles and Do@rine of 
Fefus Chnit, when he was writing the Hiftory 
of his own Country, of that very Place, and 
thofe very Times, where and when our Savi 10ur 
made his Appearance. 


I tha ll here only take Notice, and that very 
briefly, of what our learned Author fays, in 
Anfwer to the firft Objection. 

The moft general Pretext, fays he, which 
looks like Reaton, 1s taken from the Variety of 
Opinions about Religion. This is a refting 
Stone to a ey. 4 me —_— oar Mind; ‘bur o one 


shart it a “tke p sili ence he looks about, souk pro- 
ceeds to examine the differing Inftitutions of Re- 


ligion. He will obferve which of thefe 
moit fublime and rational in its DoGrines 
venerable in its Myfteriesy moft ufetul i: 


KIT 


Precepts, and moft decent in its W orfhip: 
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creates the nobleft Hopes, and mott worthy 
Views. He will confider their Rife and Progrels 5 
which owes leait to human Arts or Arms; 
which flatters the Senfes and grofs Inclinations of 
Men; which adorns and improves the moitt ex- 
cellent part of Nature; which has been propa- 
gated in the moit wonderful Manner; which has 
{urmounted the greateft Difficulties, or thew’d 
the mofk difinterefted Zeal and Sincerity in its 
Profeffors. He will enquire which bett accords 
with Nature and Hiftory. He will confider 
what favours of the World, and what looks like 
Wifdom from above. He will be careful to 
feparate human Allay from that which is Divine ; 
and upon the whole form his Judgment like a 
reafonable Free-thinker. But inftead of taking 
fuch a rational Courfe, one of thefe hafty Scep- 
tics fhall conclude without demurring, that there 
isno Wifdom in Politics, no Honelty in Deal- 
ing, no Knowledge in Ph: lof op! nYs no Truth in 

Xeligion: And all by one and the fame fort of 
Inference, from the numerous Examples of 
Folly, Knavery, Ignorance and Error, which are 
to be met with in the World. 

It ought to be obferv’d here concerning this 
Performance of our learned Author, that tho’ 
he has fully anfwer’d all the little Cavils of 
Deifis or Free-thinkers, yet he has left them no 
Ground to compiain of his Partiality or unfair 
Dealing, fince in the Perfons of Alciphron and 
Lyficles, he has fpoken al! their Sentiments at 


large, given every Argument its full Strength and 


Force, and faid every Thing that cou’d pofhibly 


be urg’d in Defence of fo bad a Caute. 


There is no Subjeét whatever on which thefe 
Gentlemen be th fo large a fhare of their 


- Raillery and Satyr, as the Clergy, through whofe 
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Sides their Aim is to wound Religion itfelf; in 
their behaif theretore our Author has thought fit 
to make the following reafonable and modett 
Apology. 

As no Man of common Senfe and Honetty, 
fays he, will engage in a general Defence of Eccle- 
fiatticks, fo, I think, no Man of common Can- 
dor can condemn them in general. Wou’d you 
think it reafonable to blame all Statefmen, Law- 
yers or Soldiers for the Faults committed by 
thofe of their Profeflion, though in other Times 
or in other Countries, and influenced by othe 
Maxims and other Difcipline? And if not, w + 
do you meaiure with one Rule to the Clergy, and 
another to the Laity? Surely the beft Reafon 
that can be given for this is Prejudice. Shou’d 
any Man rake together all the Mifchiefs that 
have been committed in all Ages and Nations by 
Soldiers and Lawyers, you wou’d, I wy ere 
conclude from thence, not that the State fhou’d 
be depriv’ d of thofe ufeful Profeffions, but only 
that their Exorbitances fhou’d be guarded again{t 
and punith’d. Tyranny and Slavery, — 
he, we allow are bad Things 5 but why fhou’ 
we apprehend them from the Clergy at this 
Time? Rites and Ceremonies, we own, are no 
Points of chief Moment in Religion ; but why 
fhoa’d we ridicule things in their own Nature, 
at leaft Innocent, and which bear the Stamp of 
fupreme Authority ? That Men in Driny, as 
well as other Subjects, are perplex’d with uf felefs 
Ditputes, and are like to be io as long as the 

World Ia {ts, I freely acknowledge; but why 
muti all the human Weaknefs and Miftakes of 
aeuparines —— to wicked Defigns? Wh y 
indifcr:minately abufe their Character and Tenets? 
Is this like Candor, Love of Truth, and Free- 
thinking: 





<i TRA ee a fie 





































Art. 13. the rr ca of Letters. 189 


thinking ? It is granted there may be tound now 
and then Sple ‘en and IIL ” ceaing in the Clergy 
But are not the fame Faults incident to Exglifp 
es of a retird Education and Country 
Lit I grant there is inAnite Futility in the 
Sehodl men; but | deny thata Volume of thar 
doth fo much Milchief as a Page of minute 
Phi ilofophy. That weak or wicked Men shou’d 
by favour of the World crt ep into Powe 
high Srations in tae Church is nothing won om, 
ful 5 and that in fuch Stations they thou’d a& 
like thi emielves , 1s natural to fuppofe. Bur all 
- while it is evident, that not the Gofpel but 
the hg wiih not the Spirit but the Fleth, not 
God but the Devi! puts them upon their unworthy 
Atch uevements. We have no Difficulty to 
grant, continues he, that nothing is more infa- 
mous than Vice and Ignorance in a Clergyman, 
nothing mre bafe than. a Hypocrite, more frivo- 
lous than a Pedant, or more cruel than an Inqui- 
fitor; but then it muft be alfo granted that no- 
thing is more ridiculous and abfurd than for pe- 
dantic, ignorant and corrupt Men to catt che firft 
Stone at every Shadow of their own Defeéts and 
Vices in other Men. Whatever may be pre- 
tended, continues our Author, Prieftcraft is not 
the reigning Diftemper at this Days and w _ 
ever this Nation might formerly have fuftain’d 
from Superftition, no Man of common Senfe 
will fay, the Evils felt or apprehended at prefent 
are from that Quarter. Our Free-thinkers, with- 
out offence be it faid, feem to miftake their Va- 
lent: They imagine ftrongly, but reaton weakly 3 
mighty at E xaggeration, and weak in Argument. 
Can no Method be found to reheve theta from 
the Terror of that fierce and bloody Anima! an 
Enelifo Parfon? Will it not f{uffice to pare his 
Le 4 Talons 


2 


bunds 













































160 The Prefent State of Art. 13 


Talons without chopping off his Fingers ? And 
after having laid the Fury and Folly of the am- 
birious £ relate, will it not be high Time to look 

about, and ipy, whether on the other Hand, 
fome Ewil may not poffibly accrue to the State 
from the overflowing Zeal of an Judependent 
Whig? This, I may affirm, fays he, without 
being at any Pains to prove it, that the wortt 
Tyranny this Nation ever felt, was from the 
Hands of Patriots of that Stamp. 

If the many Calamitics occafion’d by Church- 
men and Religion be objected, t to this cur Au- 
thor replies; that under the Chriflian Religion 
this Nation has been greatly improv’d: From a 
fort of Savages, we have grown civil, polite, and 
learned: We haye madea decent and neble Figure 
both at home and abroad: Liew as our Religion 
decreafeth, 1 am afraid, fays he, we fhall be 
found to have declin’d. In the next place, he 
obferves, that it will not follow from any Obfer- 
vations that can be made on our Hiftory, that 
the Evils accidentally occafion’d by Religion, 
bear any Proportion either to the good Effects it 
hath really produced, or the Evils sit has preven- 
ted. He further obferves, that the beft Things 

y by Accident be the Occafion of Evils which 
mane Effect 1s a, to {peak properly and 
truly, producec -d by the good Thing itfelf, but 
but by fome evil Thing, which be: mg neither 
Part, Property, nor Effect of i it, happens to be 
join'd 5 with it. 

Upon the w hole, © ur Author affirms, that all 
the Objection s of Free-thinkers or minute Philofo- 
ph éfSy are vain and trifling, and their Principles 
obicure, uncertain, conceited, and conjectur: ils 
but on the other Hand, that the Chriftian Rel 
gion is able to itand the Teft of a rational! En- 
quiry; 
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quiry,-and that the Principles of Faith are 
Points reafonable, ceitain, plain and clear. 

It isa clear Point, fays he, that this Faith in 
Chrift was {pread abroad throughout the Worl 
foon after his Death. It is a clear Point, that 
this was not effected by human Learning, Poli- 
ticks, or Power. It is a clear Point, that i in the 
early Times of the Church there were feveral 
Men of Knowledge and Integrity, who em- 
braced this Faith, not from any, but againtft all, 
temporal Motives. It isa clear Point, » that the 
nearer they were to the Fountain-head, the more 
opportunity they had io iatisfy themf{elves as to 
the Truth of thefe Fa@s, which they believ’d. 
It is a clear Point, that the lefs Intereft there wa: 
to perfuade, the more need there was of Evidence 
to convince them. It isa clear Point, that they 
relied on the Authority of thofe who declar’d 
themielves Eye-witnefles of the Miracles and 
Refurrection of Chrift. It is a clear Point, that 
thofe profefs’d Eye-witneffes fuffer’d much for 
this their Atteftation, and finally feal’d it with their 
Blood. Itisa clear Point, rat thefe Witnefies, 
weak and contemptible as they were, overcame 
the World, {pread more Light, preach’d purer 
Morals, ana did more benefit to Mankind, than 
all the Philofophers and Sages put together. 
Thefe Points, adds our Author, appear to me 
clear and fure; and being allow’d fuch, they are 
font juft and reafonable Motives of Affient; 

they ftand upon no fallacious Ground, they con- 
tain nothing beyond our Sphere, neither {uppo- 
fing more Kno wiedge, | nor other Faculties, than 
we are really Maiters of ; and if they thou’ d not 
a admitted for morally certain, as I believe they 

will, by fair and unprejudiced [nquirers, yet the 
alloy wing them only to be probable, is fufficient 
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to ftop the Mouth of an Infidel. By the evident 
Light of Senic, Men might be fufhciently cer- 
tified of (enfible E.ffeéts, and matters of Fact, 
fuch as the Miracles and Refurreétion of Chrift. 
And the Teftimony of tuch Men may be trani- 
mitted to After- Ages with the fame moral Cer- 
tainty as other hiftorical Narrations: and thofe 
fame miraculous Facts compar’d by Reafon with 
the Doétrines they were brought to prove, do 
afford to an unbiais’d Mind {lrong Indications of 
their coming from Go d, ora — Principle, 
whofe Goodnels retriev’d the moral W orld, 
W hole hed ver A ASEPEGESS led the ceaatk ung ( 
Providence extended over both. Give 


£ 


continues she, to fay, thar nothing 
incomprehen‘ible, m5 teriow is OF UTac 

is the Ground or Morive, the 2 Principle or Foun 
dation, the Proof or Keafon of our Faith, 

ix may be the Obyect of it. For it muit vv 
own’d, that, 1} by clear and tare gem s we 
are rationally led to believe a Point lets clear, we 
do not therefore reie& fuch Poi: it, becaufe it is 
my fterious to conceive, or difficult toaccount for, 
nor wou'd it be mght io to do. It ts an ealy 
Matter, fays our Author, to raife Scraples upon 
many authentick Parts of Civil Hittory, which 
requiring a more perfect knowledge of Faéts, 
Circum ftances and Counfels, than we can come 
at to explain them, muft be wo us inexplicab! 
And this is ftill more > eaty with refpeét io the Hi- 
{tory of cen: mm which, if Surmiies were ad- 
mitted for Proofs againft Things odd, ftrange, 
and unaccountable, if our fcanty Experience 
were made the Rule and Meafure of Truth, 
and all thofe PLenoi wena rejected, that we, 
through Ignorance of the Principles, aws, and 
Syftem o of Na yiure, cowd not explain, we fhou’d 
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indeed make Ducoveries, but it wou’d be only 
of our own Blindneis and Prefumption. And 
why Men that are fo eafily, and fo otten gravel’d 
in common Points, in Things natural and viltble, 
fhou’d yet be fo fharp-fighted and dogmatical 
about the invifible World, and its M yiterics, is 
ro me a Point unaccountable by alli a Rules of 
Logic and good Senfe. Upon the whole, there- 
fore, concludes our learned and ingenious Au- 
thor, ** I cannot help thinking, there are Points 
“ fufficiently plain, clear, and full, whereon a 
‘© Man may ground a reafonable Faith in Chrift; 
‘© but that the Attacks of minute Philofophers 
© againft this Faith, are grounded upon Dark- 
“ nels, Ignorance, and Prefumpticn”. 


ARTICLE XIV. 


4 Natura History of Birds, iluftvated 
with a hundred and one Copper-P lates, 
curtoujly engraven from the Life, puo- 
lifbh’d by the Author EveazeR ALBIN, 

nd carefully colour’d by his Daughter 
and felf, from the Originals, ime 
from the live Birds, im 4to. Londen: 
Printed for the Author; and fold by 
William Innys, zz St. Paul’s Church- 
yard, John Clarke unaer the Royal- 
L 4 Exchange 
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Exchange Cornhil, and John Brindley 
at the King’s-Arms iz new Bond-freet 


1732. 


| net Author of this Book, having for- 
merly publifh’d a Natural Hiftory of In- 
fects, that was very well receiv’d by the Public, 
vas upon that Account encourae’d to undertake 
this [Zi/fory of Birds, which, will no doubt, be 
eoouprable: to the \ rigeuoto’s s, and all fuch as are 
skiltal and curious in this kind of natnral Know- 
ledge. Our Author is now preparing a fecond 
Volume of this Work: The Birds which are 
pointed and deicrib’d in this firft, together with 


the Latin Names of moit of them, are as 
follo W 9 
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The Green Wood —— Picus viridis. 
. The greater [potted Woodpecker, Picus varius 


The lejer [potted Woodpecker, Picus varius 


. The l’ry-ueck, Inyx five Torquilla. 
The Black- _Game, Tetrao feu Uregallus 


The More-Cock or Red-Game, Cock and 
aaa altera Maf. Lagopus altera Foo- 


255 26. The Pheafant, Cock and Hen, Phafia- 


. The Partridge, Perdix cinerea. 
. The New-England Partridge. 
The Red- ani Partridge, Pe rdix Ruffa. 
. The Quail, Coturnix. 
. The Bengal Duail, Coturnix Bengalenfis. 
2. Lhe Land-Rail or ‘Daker -Hen, O: ‘tygonic- 


. The Mizzel-Bird, Tardus Vifcivorus. 
. The Song-Thrufo, Turdus fimpticiter dutus. 
. The Red-Wing, Turdus Iliacus. 
. The Field- Fare, ‘Turdus Pilaris. 
. The Black-Bird, Merula. 
. The Red-wingd Starling, Scurnus niger 
alis fuperne rubentibus. 
39. The Ring-Owzel, Merula Torquata. 
40. The Sterling, Sturnus. 
Al. The Sky-Lark, Alauda vulgaris. 
42. The Wood-Lark, Alauda Arborea. 
43. The Tit-Lark, Alauda Pratorum. 
44. The Pippit or leffer Lark, Alauda minor, 
4s. The foi ufe-Spari OW, Hirundo domettica. 
46. The great Tit-Mouje or Ox-LEye, Fringillago 
feu Parus major. 


47. Lhe blue Tit-moufe or Nun, Parus coeruleus. 
48. The 





The Prefent State of Art. 14 


The bearded Tit-Moufe or Beardmanica 
. The Water-/Vagtail, Motacilla alba. 
0. The Red-Start, Ruticilla. 
¢1. The Robin-Redbreaft, Rubecula, 
s2. The Stone-Chatter, Rubetra. 
53. The Golden-Wren, Regulus Criftatus. The 
Common-W ven, Paffer 'Trolodytes. 
54. The Xing- Fifher, Alcyon 
sry. The h V heat- Ear, Oenanthe. 
65. The Common-Grosbeak, Coccothrautes vul- 
Sari iS. 
The Rod-Grosbeak or Virginia- Nightingale, 
Coce othrauttes Indica Criilata 
fo. The Gr CCiH- Finch, Chloris. 
lg 60. The Bsihnch, Cock and Hen, Rubicilla. 
The Crofs-Bill, Qoxia. 
ef be Foufe - Sp YTV OW afler domefticus. 
Tie Char rere y Fringilla. 
The Gold- Finch, Cardueli 


is. 
Tie Concept, Paffer Canarienfis. 
(eae oO | oe) ee a 46 
£40 Lellow- Hammer, io 0 aheriza fr lava. 
Fleron ov Heron-foaw, Ardea Cinerea ma- 


~ §* { "sy [ = i 
ror dive.Pella. 
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. The Bit ‘erty Ardea Srellaris. 
The Stonc-Curlew, Oedicnemus. 

70. The ade, Scolopax 

we ry ? 937 P Or Currie G: ae 190 +9 a 

71. LM? Ope OF Site, ainago minor. 

72,73. The Ruff and Reeve, Avis pugnax 
Mat. & Foemuna. 

74. The Lap-Wing or Baftard Plover, Capella 
five Vannellus. 

75. The Green=Plover, Pluvialis viridis. 

75. The Grey-Plover, Pluvialis Cinerea. 

77. The Water- Rail, Rallus Aquaticus. 
78. The Sea-Pic or Olive, Hematopus. 

The Curliew, Arquata. 

80. Lhe Sca-Lark, Charadrius. 
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Thefe are all taken from Copper-Plates cu- 
rioufly engraven — : Life, and are befides 
very beauti! ully colour’d. ‘The Author has like 
wiic given us many curious Obiervations relating 
to the Nature, Qualities, Length of Age, Food, 
Habitation, Inftinét, les, €fc. of thefe Birds: 
And in his Deicriptions of them, which are very 
accurate and exact, has taken particular care ta 
cefcribe their Chara erifiic Ne otes and Specific D:f- 
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ferences, But in order to give the Reader the 
beft 
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beft Idea Ican of this Work, I thal fet down our 
Author’s Defcription of a * Puttock or common 
Buzzard in his own Words, by which he will 
be in fome Meafure, enabled to guefs at the other 
arts of this curicus Performance. 
** Tt is, fays our Author, of the Bignefs of a 
“ young Puilet: Its Weight is 33 Ounces, 
<* Length from the Tip of the Beak to the End 
* of the Tail 22 Inches: Its Breadth when the 
<* Wings are extended, 49 Inches and a half; 
“ the Head large, the Crown broad and flat 
“ the Beak of a middle- fize, hockec fe and of « 
*¢ dark Colour: Its Tor gue is thick, fiel thy phe 
“* blunt, as in ee re(t of the Hawk Kind: The 
** Roof of the Mouth hath in it a Hollow equal 
“to the Tongue: The Angle or the lower 
“© Chap 1s circular, the Eyes are large, the Jride:s 
“ of the Kye whitith, with a tmall Shade of 
“ yellow, and fometimes a Shade of red, the 
lower Eye-lid downr, the Membrane for 
- ay étation blue. 

The Colour = the upper Part of the 


ae 


.. 


GG 


” Head, Back, W ane and ‘Tail, are of a dark 
*¢ Brown approaching to bees ick, with feveral 
cc 1, t 


light Spots on the Back and Top of the 
“© Head; fome of the Feathers of the babes. 
“© and Breatt are edg’d with a faint, dirty, yel- 
“© lowith White; the Chin, Breaft and Bi elly are 
* of a pale ferrugincous Colour, with feveral 
** dark-brown Spots; between the Eyes and 
Noftrils grow long black and white Briftles, 
*¢ the middle of the Back is cover’d with Down, 
“the {fcapular Feathers covering the whole 
“ Back. 

“The Plag-Feathers in each Wing, are 
about four in number, the outmoft of which 
is Shorteft, the 34 and 4¢) counting from it, 
** longeft, 
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“ longeft; the Tips of the 4 outmoit are blacker 
“and narrower than thofe of the relt , the in- 
“s ferior Webs of all are variegated with broad, 
“ tranfverfe, dusky and whitifh Streaks, or 
‘© Bars, after the manner of thofe of the //0o0d- 
6 cock; the under fide of the Wings, excepting 
“ the Tips of the Flags and third Part of the 
‘© five outmoft Feathers, is white, varied with 
‘¢ tranfverfe parallel Lines; the Wings clofed, 
& yeach almoft to the end of the Train; the 
“ Train is 9 or 10 Inches long, mace up of 12 
“© Feathers, when {pread, terminating in a cir- 
“ cular Circumference; the outmoft Lips of its 
“ Feathers are of an Afh-colour, then follows a 
“ tranfverfe black Line of an Inch in Breadth, 
“© the remaining part being variegated, black and 
“© cinereous, trantverfe {paces of Bars, 0 only the 
“© Bottoms of the Feathers white. 
“ The Thighs are long, ftrong, and flefhy, 
“¢ and feather’d a little below the Knees; the 
“© Legs fhort, thick, and ftrong, cover’d with 
« yellow Scales, as are alfo the Feet; the out 
“ Toe joins belowto the middlemoft by a Mem- 
“6 brane; the Talons are long, {trong and black, 
“ that of the ourmott fore Toe the leaft, that of 
“ the back Toe the biggett. 
“© The Liver is divided into two Lobes, having 
“© a large Gall; the Spleen is of an oval Figure; 
“ che Stomach large, not mufculous Sy but mem- 
“ branous, that is, not flefhy like the Gizzard 
of a Hen or Turky, &c. but skinny like thofe 
“© of Beatts. 
“¢ It feeds not only on Mice, Moles and Birds, 
“ but for want of better Food, on Beetles, 
“ Worms and other Infects. I open’d the 
“© Stomach of one fent me by Sir Robert Abdy, 
“6 and found in it a Frog, a Toad, a large Ficld- 
“© Moule 
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°¢ Moufe and feveral Worms and Beet! les ; they 


“are alfo great Deftroyers of Rabbits and 
“ Piares. 

“The Heads of thefe Birds are faid to grow 
“ cinereous with Age, and the Feathers of the 
“ Back white; but whether it comes to pafs by 
“© reaion of Age or Sex, or other Accident, it 
“© is not determined; but they differ much in 
the Colour of their Plumage, fome having 
more white, others not any. 
“ — Eggs are white, ite with a 
“ few reddifh Spots, and Seonaslnite ai! white. 

°C Pliny and Md ‘ovandus, mention “ Bird to 
“¢ have 3 Tetticles, but our modern Authors 
© have found bet 2 with ail pe fearch. 

As a further Kecommendation of this Work, 
it ought not to be f forgotten, that at the End ok 
it are printed feveral Obfervations made by the 
learned Dr. Derbam, which the Author did not 
receive ull after his own Defcriptions were prin- 
ted. And therefore in Juftice to the World, 
we think ourfclves oblig’d to give a particular 
Account of them here, both as they come from 

a Gentleman fo well naw for his great Skill in 
chi is kind of Learning, as likewife on account of 
their great Ufetulneis in general. 


cé 
44 


. The Dottor has obferv’d a confiderable 
Difference between the Cock and Hen Cuckow, 
viz. the Head, Throat, Neck and Back, as far 
as the Rump, in the Cock, is of a blewish lead 
Colour, like the Neck of a Pidgeon, but in the 
Hen of a darker Colour, with a dath inclini: a4 
to a reddith Col our, on the Tips of the ft Neck- 

feathers; the Wings alfo of the Cock are of a 
bluer, bossa — of a browner or red ern — 
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yellow; for good Reafons he fufpects them to 
teed alfo on Birds Eggs. 


. Dr. Derbam has a Magpie about twenty 
en ears old, that is quite blind with Age; it taiks 
as well without cutting of the Tongue, as any 
whofe Tongues are cut. 


. The Door has obferv’d the Cock F Fe) m" 
be for mewhat bigger than the Hen, the Feathers 
on the Head to be blacker, the Stripes longer, 
and the black and blue Colours more elegant in 
the Cock than in the Hen. 


.. The Doétor has obferv’d the Lift on the 
Back of the Hen Wryneck, to reach along the 
Neck, almoft to the very Bill; but in the Cock 
to run no farther than to the upper part of the 
Neck. 

He has alfo obferv’d the Cocks Belly to be 
raked as the Hen’s that fits; from whence he 
concludes that it takes its turn in Incubation. 


1 


s. The Doétor has judicioufiy obferv’d the 
Pippit to frequent Heaths and Plains, and to 
fing by flying up in the Air, not high, and a again 
down to the Ground, or on a haar Bush, after 
the manner that the ie Lark does ona Tree. 


6. The Doétor has very learnedly obferv’d the 
Cock Ox-Eye Titmoufe to be fomewhat bigger 
than the Hen; and that the biack Lift on the 
Breaft and Belly of the Cock, is fomewhat 
broader and more illuitrious. 


7. This learned and curicus Gentleman, has 
upon a ftriét Infpection, cbierv’d the Cock blue 
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Titmoufe to be a little bigger than the Hen, and 
all his Colours more illuftrious, particularly the 
Yellow under the Chin, and the Blue on the 
outfide of the Wings, and on the Tail. 


Laftly, The Doétor has obferv’d the Golden 
Crown Wren to build its Neft every Year in Fir- 
Trees, (growing before his Houfe at Upminfter 
in Efex) and that with great Art, hanging them 
under the Branches in fome thick ob{cure Part 
thereof: That their Neft is made with green 
Mofs intermix’d with Cobwebs, which gives it 
a great Strength, and helps to dodge the Eves of 
the Spettators ; that it is as big as a large Ball, 
cover °d over as the Wren’s, with an Hole ; in the 
fide for Ingrefs and Egrefs. 
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XV. 


State of Learning. 


LONDON: 


I. PREY HERE is now in the Prefs, and will 


very {peedily be publifh’d, in one Vo- 
lume in Folio, all the Phyfical Works of the 
learned Dr. Fohu Freind, confifting of his Chy- 
mical Lectures, his Emmenology, his Commentaries 
on Fevers, adapted to the firft and third Books of 
Hippocrates, de morbis Popuiaribus, his two Epi- 
ftles to Dr. Mead, his Hiffory of Phyfick, tran- 
flated into Latiz, ee, 
This 
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This Edition, which is correétly printed on 
good Paper and with a good Letter, will un- 
doubtediy be very acceptable to the .learned 
World, who have always exprefs’d a fingular 
Regard for every Thing that has been written by 
this great Man, of whom it may be jultly faid, 
that he was an Ornament to his Profeffion, and 
an Honour to his Country. 


II. ic for printing by Sublcription, A 
Tranflation of the Hiftory of the Troubles ‘ Great 
Britain: Containing what pafs’d from the Year 
1633 to 1650. Written in French by RosrerTt 
MonretH of Salmonct. To which is ad fled, An 
Account of the true Caufesand tavourable Con- 
junctures, which contiibuted to the Reftoration 
of King Charles I. 

The Tranflation of this Hiftory has nip long 
wanted, and never more than at prefent, can 
a Hittory of Lugland lately written by a Frencl 
man * in his own Language, and tranflated into 
ours, is in fuch Vogue; where the Author, ia 
relating the Pranfactions of thofe ‘Times, rather 
takes the Part of a Declaimer againit that un- 
fortunate Prince King Charles I. th: an of an im- 
partial Hiftorian: And much more when the 
Genuinenefs of the Hiftory of the Rebellion and 
Civil Wars in Exegland, written by the Earl of 
Clarendon, is calld into Quettion by an} Author 
of the fame Stamp. 

As my Lord Clarendon’s Hiftory begins with 
the precedent Paflages and Aétions w hich con- 
tributed to the Rebellion and Civil W ars in 
England; {o this, after giving an Account of the 
Coronation of King Charles 1. in Scotland in 
the Year 1633, begins with the firit Cauie of 

* M. Rapin de Thoyras, 7 Oldmixon. 
FEBRUARY 1732. M Dit- 






























vs The Prefent State of Art.15, 


Difcontent amongft many of the Nobility in that King- 
dom, to wit, two Acts that were pafs’d in the Parliament 
which met immediately after that solemnity was over ; 
one for regulating Tithes, and the other for confirming 
the Revocation made by the King at the Beginning of 
his Reign, of all Grants of Church-Lands which at the 
Reformation had been annex’d to the Crown. Then 
the Author gives an Account of the feveral Steps taken 
by the King for eftablifhing a Liturgy in Scotland, which 
at laft produced the ever-memorable Solemn League and 
Covenant. 

This Hiftory contains, not only a particular Account 
of all that pafs’d in Scotland during thofe ‘Troubles, 
with an exact Relation of the Wars carry’d on, and the 
Battels fought by the Marquifs of Montrofe; (which my 
Lord Clarendon omits, referring to the Hiftory written in 
Latin by Dr. George Wifheart, Bifhop of Edinburgh) 
but likewife a full Account of all the Tranfactions in 
England. : 

The Author’s Defign in Writing this Hiftory being 
for the Information of Foreigners, efpecially the French ; 
the more Credit therefore ought to be given to what he 
fays in his Preface, wz. “¢ That he wrote it without 
<¢ Paffion, and without Partiality ; and that tho’ he takes 
<¢ that Part in the Affairs he is treating of, to which his 
“© Religion, Honour, and Birth oblige him, yet even 
“¢ there he obferves an exact Neutrality ; and that he had 
*< not the leait Defign of pleafing or difpleafing any 
<< Party ;” and adds, ** I am fo far from being the Mi- 
<¢ nifter of other Mens Paffions, that for my Part, had 
<¢ T any of my own, I wou’d look upon it as bafe to let 
<< them appear in this Hiftory ;” nay, fo very fcrupulous 
is he with Refpect to the Word Puritan, that he de- 
clares, ** He does not make ufe of it as a term of Re- 
“© proach, but as a Word, which the Scots and Englifh 
<< Divines have always made ufe of in their Books, to 
«¢ defcribe fuch Protefiants in Britain, as abhar the Ec- 
“¢ clefiaftical Hierarchy, the Liturgy, and all the Cere- 
«© monies of Religion that are not prefcrib’d in the Holy 
“¢ Scripture:” And left he fhou’d give Offence to the 
foreign Proteftants, he declares, ** That he does not 
‘¢ comprehend them under that Denomination.” 
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In the Judgment of the World, he has perform’d this 
Work with all the Impartiality he profefles; which, on 
that Account, is univerfally efteem’d the beft, moft exact, 
and moft authentic Account of the Scotti/h Affairs in thofe 
troublefome Times; and has therefore been fo eagerly 
bought up, as to become very fcarce in the Original Lan- 
guage, which renders a Tranflation the more neceflary, 
in order to make this excellent Piece of Hiftory better 
known to the World. 

The Auther’s Merit was fuch, that it recommended 
him to the famous Cardinal de Retz, (the great Friend 
and Admirer of the Marquifs of A/ontrofe, and the Sup- 
port of thofe brave Scots Officers who went with that 
Hero to Paris upon their leaving Scotland) who made 
him a Canon of Nétre Dame, and encourag’d him in 
the Writing of this Hiftory. 

How much the Author and his Hiftory were efteem’d 
by the celebrated Mr. Adenage, may be teen by the two 
following Epigrams; the firit, 


In Libros Hiftoriarum Roberti Montetii Salmoneti. 






Afper dumofis genuit quem Scotia fylvis, 
Quem blando excepit Gallia culta finu ; 

Et voluit grates genti devinétus utrique 
Et potuit dignas pendere Montetius : 

Gallorum lingud faclis memoranda futuris, 
Scotorum fcripfit fortia facia ducum. 

/Ecip. Menacivs, 


The fecond written under his Pi€ture at the Beginning of 
his Hiftory. 


Hic eff, quem legis, & ftupes legendo, 
T oto nobilis orbe Salmonetus. 
lum inter fcopulos & iliceta 
Sub caeli genuit rigentis axe 
Horrens Scotia triftibus pruinis : 
Ne tu forte putes futffe Gallum 
T oto nobilis orbe Salmoneti 
Qui Gallas legis & frupes libellos. 
| fEcip. Menacivs. 


They 
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They who defire a further Character of the Author 


and this Work, may have it more fully in the 8th Let- 
ter of the 27th Book of the learned and ingenious Mir, 


de Belfac’s Letters. 

This Work will make one Volume in Folio, of about 
one hundred and fifty Sheets; will be weli printed, the 
Price to Subfcribers one Guinea, half to be paid down: 
The large Paper will be a Guinea and half; half a 
Guinea to be paid down. No more will be printed than 
are fubfcrib’d for; thofe who fubfcribe for fix will have a 
feventh Gratis. Subfcriptions are taken in by George 
Strahan at the Golden-Ballin Cornhill, &c. 


III, Propofals for printing by Subfcription all the Works 
of Hippocrates in Greck and Latin, divefted j in a mew and 
regulai ae By Francis Clifton, M. D. Phyfician 
to his Roy al Highnefs the Prince of Wales, Fellow of the 
College of Phy fician 5, and of the Royal Society. 

The Doctor intends that this fhall be the moft correé 
and mott ufe ful E.ditionthat hi = enyct given: The whole 
Work will make three larze Volumes in Quarto, to be 
printed correctly with a new hte ‘and upon very good 
Paper , and that without Dela ayy to as to have the firft Vo- 
lume out by this Time T welve-inonth. The Price to 
Subjcribers wil! be two Gui neas, one Guinea to be ~ 
down; the large Paper three Guineas, one Guinea ane 4 
half to be paid dow i. Subicriptions are taken in at Mr, 


4 ‘ it a i* ® 
Innys’s by ot. Paul's, &c. 


TV. Propofals for printing by Sub{cription the Orations 
and Fragmen ts of the fam us dy ator Lyfias, in Greek and 
Latin. By F shin Taylor, A. M. Fellow of St. Zobn’s 
College, Cambr. ace. oT ia Work will be printed in 472. 
with a very good Letter, and on very good Paper ; and 
will, by a moderate Computation, contain above feventy 
Sheets; and the Editor does affure the Publick, that it fhall 
be put tothe Preis, as foon as the Collections from abroad 
thal! come to hand, which he is now expediting with all 
vaptares Difpatch. The Price to Sul bfcribers will be 

2 Shillings for the fmall, and eighteen for the large 
ne half to be paid down at the Lime of Subferibing. 
oubicriptions are taken in by V, Innys by st. Paul’s, Se. 
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